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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


T ITTLE has to be added to the first edition 
compiled by the late Mr. G. Sanderson in 
1914. A few details of subsequent expendi- 
ture on the conservation of the fort palaces 
have been given in the summary of archaeo- 
logical work carried out appearing at the end 
of the book ; but the bulk of this work was 
done between the years 1903-12. A few typo- 
graphical errors have been corrected, and the 
transliteration of Persian names into English 
characters has been made to conform with the 
system now generally adopted on the recom- 
mendations of the International Oriental 
Congress of 1894. 


J. A. PAGE, A.R.I.B.A., 

Superintendent, 

Muhammadan and British Monuments^ 
Northern Circle, Agra, 


May 1918. 




teFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

*~PHIS edition is a reprint of the previous one. 

Opx3ortunit5'- has also been taken of 
correcting a few errors and bringing the expen- 
diture on the conservation of the JFort Palaces 
up-to-date. 

My assistant Maulvi Ashraf Husain, B.A., 
has been of considerable help in checldng the 
references. 


B. L. DHAMA, 

Offg. Bujierintendenty 
Muhammadan and British Monuments, 
Northern Circle, Agra. 


August 1928. 




P^FACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 

*^£[18 edition is also a reprint of tlie previous 
••• one with minor modifications. The 
expenditure on the conservation of the Fort 
Palaces has again been brought up-to-date. 

ZAFAR HASAN, 

Superintendent^ Archceological 
Survey i Northern Circle, Agra. 


Reprint — 1936. 




INTRODUCTION. 


’^HE following notes arc an aitcinpi. to 
combine all that i.s of chief interest in the 
mimeroii.s ^vo^ks. a list of which will be found 
overleaf, that refer to (he Palace of Shfilijahan 
at Delhi, in the hope that they may lend an 
added interest to a visit to the Port. Tlie 
information from Indian historians has been 
collected by the late l\lanlvi Shuaib, formerly 
a member of my .stalT. It has been .somewhat 
difficult to kec.]) the note-s wit.hin the s(.*ope of 
what is generally known as a “ guide ” and the 
writer hopes that the text will not be found 
to be overloaded with quotations. )Some of 
these are, however, of considerable interest 
and local colour, and throw much additional 
light on the history of the buildings and their 
former functions. The plan is taken from the 
reproduction of the old plan of the Fort illus- 
trated in Fergusson’s History of Eastern aiid 
loidian Arcliiieclure. It contains several rather 
prominent inaccuracies but gives, on the whole, 
a fairly good idea of the former arrangement 
of the interior of the Palace. The measure- 
ments on the plan have been added by the 
writer for purpose of reference. It is suggested 
that the “ birds-eye ” sketch, which is an 
attempt at the conjectural restoration of the 
Palace buildings as they stood in the days of 
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DELHI FORT. 

A GUIDE 

TO THE 

HISTORICAL BUILDINGS AND GARDENS. 

A fter n reign of 11 years ill Agra, Sliahjalian 
desired to remove liis capital to Delhi, because, 
according to Bernier, “ the excessive heat to which 
that cit}’- (Agra) is exposed during the summer rendered 
it unfit for the residence of a monarcli”. Other reasons 
for the move are said to have been “ the broken ra\dnes 
tln-oughout the latter city, want of space in the Fort, 
narrowness of the streets, and tlie inconvenience caused 
to the inhabitants by the large crowds of troops and 
elephants and the retinues of the Emperor and his 
Umaras^ ; while Manucci“ speaks of the hcaltliincss 
of Dellii and of Shahjahan’s desire to perpetuate his 
memory by building a new capital tlierc. After paying 
several visits to Delhi, he chose with the help of astro- 
logers and Hakims a site on the mainland just south 
of Salimgarh, which had been founded in 1516 by Salim 
Shah, as a defence against the approach of Humayun. 
According to the contemporary Mstorians, the founda- 
tion of the citadel was laid on the 12th Dhilhijjah 1048 
A. H. (1G38 A. D.) and this date is corroborated by the 
inscriptions on the Khwabgah. Shah Nawaz lUian 


^ ‘Amal-i-Salih fol. 576 — 6. 

‘ Storia do Mogor, Vol. I, p. 183. 
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IIISTOIUCAL l;rn.DlN(.’S A’ND (JAUIU-.N’S H 

an«l ni('aMjrin;^ TO /;«: I'v {a f;/j: and 
rujH'o,'^, wa.*-* raisiMl l»y “ .'>.000 activi* 

Tlif' raiiupy was supported l>y silver efvluinus imd 
surrounded by a silver railing. The hall of the l)hvau* 
i-‘ AmtU was enrdosed on thi'i oeeasion by a uoldou 
railinir. while the throne was provided with a special 
eauopv. frijiized with pearls, and suppoiied by golden 
pillars, wreathed with batals of sttaldeil pous. The 
ICtupernr still further sipnalise!! the oeeasion by the 
distribution of lavish pifts. TIk' Ibyatn Rfdiiba re- 
ceived a !m' of rupees, I’rinre Dara. a speeinl roho of 
honour, jewelled wea])ons, and an increase from the 
rank of Oui to twtuity ihom-and horse, a ca))arisoned 
clejihant, and two /nov of rupees, 'I'he Princes Snlni- 
man f^ipihr ^ikoh received, respectively, 

daily allowances of IN. 500 and IN. ."00 in addition 
to their original pay; the Prime Minist<'r, f^'adnllah 
Khan, a robe of honoiir ajid a nutbl (a jewelled dapper) 
with the rank of 7,000 horse. Itaja Pitthal ])as a 
robe and the rank of 5.000 foot and -bOOO horse. 

Makramat. Khan, under who.«e .‘jupervision the I’nit 
and it.s bnilding.s were completed, received the rank' of 
Panj Ilnzorl. 

Tlic above i.s an ab.stract of Mtduimmad .Sfdih’s 
account, of the innupiiration ceremony, and the Palace 
is .said to have been somcwlmi .similarly decorated on 
the occasion of Auranpxeb’s acco.ssion. 

The Port, is an irregular octagon in plan witli its two 
long sides on the east and west and the six smaller 
ones on the north and .south. It measures about one 
mile and a half in circumference, the total length being 

B 2 
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some 3,000 feet and the breadth 1,800 feet. On the 
river front the walls are 60 feet in height, while on the 
land side they rise to 110 feet, of which 75 feet are above 
the level of the ground and the ditch. The latter is 
75 feet wide and 30' 0" in depth. Faced with hewn 
stone and filled with water, it was, writes Bernier, 
formerly stocked with fish, and he says that in his 
opinion, “ a battery of moderate force would soon 
level the walls with the ground “ Adjoining tbe 
ditch are large gardens, full of flowers and green shrubs 
at all times, which, contrasted with the stupendous 
walls, produce a beautiful efi'ect.” These gardens 
were still to be seen in a neglected state before the 
Mutin)^ Next to them was a big square where the 
royal horses were exercised and branded, and it was 
here that the tents of those Eajas were pitched who 
mounted guard in their weekl}^ turn* but would object 
to trust themselves within the walls of the Fort. “ The 
Eajas,” writes Bernier, “ never mount within a fortress, 
but invariably 'without the walls, under their own tents 
not enduring the idea of being confined during four- 
and-twenty lioius, and always refusing to enter any 
fortress udess well attended, and by men, determined 
to sacrifice their lives for their leaders”. Hearn (Seven 
Cities of Delhi) says that to the south of this square a 
large tank of red sandstone, 500' x 150', connected 
Avith the canal in the Ohandni Chaulc and named after 
Lord EUenborough, was built about 1846. The pre- 
cincts of the tank were subsequently used by the 
mutineers as their cavahy camp in 1857. 

The low ground to the east between the Fort and 
the river was used, Bernier adds, for elejjhant figlits 
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and “ there the corps belonging to tJie Omrahs or lords, 
and those of the Rajas or gentile princes, pass in revicn' 
before, the Sovereign ^Yho Yvitncsscs the spectacle from 
the Avindow of the palace ; ” and he himself was once 
in danger, on this low ground, from an attack by an 
infuriated elephant. i\ranucci {Sloria do 3Iogor), writing 
in much the same strain, says that “ beneath the royal 
balconies there is, night and day, a mad elephant kept, 
for ostentation 

Other names associated with the building of the Fort 
besides that of Makramat Khan, already mentioned, 
are ^airat Ktian. Governor of Delhi [afterwards 
appointed as Governor of Thatha where he died in 
1640 A. D. (1050 A. H.)] ‘Izzat Elban. afterwards, 
Governor of Sindh, ‘Ali Yard! Khan also appointed 
eventually to a Governorship, and two “ master 
builders,” if one may use the term, Hiimid (whose name 
is still commemorated by the Kucha Usta Hamid 
near the Jami‘ Masjid) and Ahmad. The Emperor 
is also said to have made certain modifications in the 
designs from time to time. Sayyid Ahmad Khan 
no doubt owing to the presence of the portrait of 
Orpheus in the ‘ pietra dura ’ work in the Diwan-i- 
‘ Amm, has assumed that some Italian architect wus 
also employed, but it would seem probable that the 
Italians were responsible for this particular branch 
of decoration only, the general arrangement and main 
details of the buildings being essentially eastern. The 
Fort is said to have cost 100 lacs of rupees of which 
half was spent on the walls and half on the buildings 
within. 
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Another historian, Balditawar Khan, •\rating in the 
reign of Aurangzeb, also gives the cost of the various 
buildings as follows : — 

Lacs. 

Fort and buildings within it .... GO 

Royal mansions ••.... 28 

Siah Malial (Diwan-i-Khiisa). including sil^r ceiling 
and fittings 24 

Imtiaz Mahal (Rang Malml) with bed-chamber and 
surroundings ....... 5J 

Daulat Khana-Khass-o-'Amm (Dlwau-i-‘Amm) . 2 

Hayat Ba^^ garden with the Hammam . . 6 

The palace of the Begam SShiba* and other royal 
ladies ........ 7 

Bazars, and squares for the Imperial workshops . 4 

The Fort walls and moat ..... 21 

\ 

Workmen’s wages amounted to ten million rupees. 

Ked sandstone and marble for the construction were 
provided by the governors and rajas of the localities 
where these materials were obtainable, and the former 
material was also brought down in large quantities 
from Fatehpur SikrI, by boat. 

The Fort is known by many names. In the reigns 
of ^ahjahan and Aurangzeb it tvas styled QaJa‘-i- 
Mubarak (the Fortunate Citadel), or Qala'-i-Shahja- 
lidndbdd, and it is under this latter title that we find 
references to it in the historical works of the period. 

In the reign of Bahadur ^ah II, the last titular 
Emperor of Delhi, it was known as QaW-i-Mii‘dh 
(the Exalted Fort). This name occurs in the works 
of the Urdu poets of the time and accounts for the 
language of the Court being styled Urdu-i-Mti‘alhi. 

‘ Tbe title of Jabanaru Begam, eldesl daugblcr of a'rilijnbun. 



HiSTOEICAL BUILDINGS AND GARDENS 7 

It is recorded that in 1132 A. II. (1719 A. D.) imieli 
damage was done to tlie Fort and city by an cartli- 
quake lasting a month and two days {Tarlkh-i- 
Tlie buildings were also considerably 
damaged during the conflicts between the iMarathas 
and Ahmad Shall Duran! in 1173 A, H. (1759 A. D.). 
Azad BilgraniT, a contemporary writer, states “ that 
Ibralilm Klian Kardi, wliom Badu Jiad brought in liis 
company from the Deccan, had European artillery 
with him. He fired at tlie Fort with three guns from 
the Retl side (lit “ sandy place ; ” the sandy foreshore 
between the Fort and river is referred to) which lies 
below the Fort on the east, and discharged cannon 
balls like rain on the Asad Biu'j i\Iu^amnian Burj and 
other royal buildings, which resulted in great damage 
to the Dlwan-i-Ediass. Rang ]\Iahal, i\IotI i\Iahal and 
Shah Burj ; but the Fort, on account of its great 
strength, remained undamaged ”. 

It is a great pity that the lesser buildings and courts 
were removed after the Mutiny ; for, without the courts 
and corridors connecting the buildings that are left 
to-day, the latter lose much of their meaning and beauty. 
The harem courts and gardens to the west of the Rang 
Mahal, Mumtaz Mahal, and the Kliurd Jahan have all 
disappeared, together with a building known as the 
“ Silver Palace ” which stood some little distance to 
the west of the latter. The royal store-rooms, kitchens, 
and the Regalia chambers, which lay to the north of 
the court of the Diwan-i-‘Amm have, together with 
the Mahtab Ba^ and the western half of the Hay at 
Ba khsh garden, given place to Military barracks and 
the parade ground. North again of the Hayat Ba khsh 
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garden, and between it and the north outer wall of the 
Fort, lay the houses, harems, and gardens of the Eoyal 
Princes. These have also disappeared. In the ex- 
treme north-west corner of the enclosure were the 
royal stables and stores, while the areas between the 
arcaded street, running due north from the Delhi gate 
to the north end of the Mahtab Ba^, and the west 
outer wall, were occupied by the houses of the enormous 
retinue attached to the Court. 

The best known of these is the Lahore G-ate, situated 
in the centre of the west wall, and at the end of the 
principal thoroughfare of Delhi, the Chandnl Chaulc. 
The gate is of imposing design and contains tlnee 
storeyed rooms. The entrance arch, 41 feet in height 
by 24 feet, is flanked by half octagon towers crowned 
by open octagonal pavilions, while between the latter 
is a screen of dwarf, coupled ^latrls, crowned by 
seven miniature domes of white marble, and termi- 
nated by tapering minarets, topped by lanterns. Above 
the entrance arch is a verandah crowned by a GMiajja 
(the sloping slab cornice seen on nearly every Indian 
building) but the arcade below it is now closed OAving 
to the upper rooms of the gate having been adapted 
for use as officer’s quarters. The ‘ flame shaped ’ 
battlements, which continue round the whole extent 
of the wall, are especially imposing. 

The gate is additionally protected by a barbican, the 
work of Aurangzeb (1658-1707 A. D.). The walls 
of the latter are 40' 0" in height, the corners of the 
western wall being emphasised by pavilions. The 
entrance gate of the barbican is on the north side and 
measures 40' 0" in height by 24 feet in width, being 
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suimounted by an embattled parapet, flanked by slender 
niinarets. It is said tbat Shall] aban, while in prison 
at Agra, m’ote to his son Araangzeb regarding these 
barbicans, saying “ you have made the Fort a bride, 
and set a veil before her face The original wooden 
draw-bridge of the barbican has gone, being replaced 
by bridges built by Akbar II (Mu^al Emperor, 1806- 
1837). The inscription on the arch of the bridge states 
that these bridges (the second being at the Delhi gate), 
were built in his reign under the superintendence of 
“ Dilawaru-d-Daulah, Robert Maepherson, Bahadur, 
Diler Jang 

The Delhi Gate lies in the southern wall of the Fort 
and is so called as it faces the sites of the older cities. 
It is similar in design to the gate previously described, 
but is rendered more interesting by the presence of 
two stone elephants, standing at either side of the 
entrance arch. There are many theories put forward 
as to the history of the original elephants and their 
riders, and those that derive them originally from, 
Gwalior and Agra Fort have been proved to be without 
foundation. One of these theories is that their riders 
were the celebrated Rajput heroes Jaimal and Patta, 
but it seems more probable that the figures were onlj' 
those -of malidwats, and that the animals were ordinary 
fighting elephants. The strict religious ^dews of 
Aurangzeb ivould not tolerate the presence of the 
statues, and he ordered their demolition. Nothing 
more was heard of them till 1863, when, during the 
demolition of certain of the old buildings for military 
purposes, some 126 fragments of the original statues 
were found buried in the Fort. Three years later, an 
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elepliant reconstructed from these fragments and 
set up in the Queen’s gardens (opposite the Eailwaj 
Station). In 1892 the statue was removed to a site 
in the Chandnl Chauk and ten years later to another 
position in front of the Institute. 

In 1903, at tlie instance of Lord Curzon, the present 
statues were erected, but the original fragments (now 
placed in the Museum) could not be re-used owing to 
tlie mutilation they had undergone. The work w'as 
entrusted to Jlr. R. W. Mackenzie, an artist with 
ex|5erience of Indian Art, and the work was carried 
out from his models by Indian workmen. It is incon- 
ceivable how any doubt could ever have existed as to 
the original position of the statues. Bernier clearly 
places them at the Delhi gate, and his statement is 
backed up by that of de Thevenot, who saw them a 
few years later. The misconception seems to have 
arisen largely from the A^aru-s-Sanadtd, the later 
edition of which, published long after the author’s 
death, places them at the Naubat Khana. In the first 
edition they are placed before the Delhi gate. Carr 
Stephen {ArclioBology of Delhi, pp. 221-3) places them 
before the Raubat Khana and Keene {Gnide to DelM, 
p. 18) before the Delhi gate, the former authority being 
of the opinion that Bernier’s descriptions of the gates 
are so faulty that they are correct with respect to 
neither. Bernier, however, after describing the statues, 
clearly states that " after passing through the gate at 
which they stand there is a long and spacious street 
provided with a central canal,” which is also referred 
to by M. de Thevenot. The only street of this kind 
in the Fort, as is jwoved by the old plans, was that 
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running due north and south from il\o sciiiaro in front 
of the Xanhat Ivliana. Bernier’s description of the 
Lahore gate is rendered more explicit by his rebnenee 
to the “ roofed street (the Chjiatla Chauk, see ])agi‘ 7), 
leading therefrom and bordered on either side by slioj>.s’’. 
It may be added that excavation, in cojinection with 
the erection of the present statues, disclosed further 
overwhelming evidence iii the nature of the original 
foundations. 


The Delhi gate is protected by a barbican, similar 
to that in front of the Lahore gate, the bridge being 
also erected in the reign of Akbar II, by Bobort. iMac- 
pherson^. 


There are three other gates to the Fort besides those 
two abeady mentioned. One leads into Salhngarh, 
and through it the King-Emperor passed at the State 
^ntry of the Coronation Darbar, 1911. Near it was 
formerly an old bridge built by Jahangir in 1031 A. 11. 
(1621 A. D.), but this was removed to make way for 
the present railway bridge. The old bridge had five 
arches and was buUt of rubble, springing flush from 
the face of the abutments. It was strengthened by a 
series of arched ribs, springing from corbels projecting 
rom the faces of the abutments, and giving it. an 
appearance of lightness with great strengt.h. The 
mscription from this bridge is now in the ]\luae\nn. 
The present bridge, hire the gate, is modern. 'There 
IS also a postern or wicket gate {HiirJci) bet.ween (he 


rp, . of Andrew Maepherson, born in 1774 in llio I'arinli of 
ingupie, Invemesshire, entered the Honourable East India (’lun- 
970 ^ x. ™ 1794, became Lieutenant, 26th April 1797. l.'aptain 

February 180.6, Major, 22nd January 1817, and died at Ui'lhi, 
January 6th, 1823. 
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bridge and the Shah Burj bastion. Tie or 

'' Water gate lies under the Wii^anman Bnrj/and it 
was tins gate wliicli Captain Douglas desired iniglit 
be thrown open_. on the morning of the llrli 3far 1857. 
so that he might go down and reason Avith tiie nturi- 
neerfe, nho hao. assembled on ihe low nronnd neer the 
river. 


fconic few yards south of the Rang ^falml is a wicket 
in the base of ihe wall, closed up. as it Tcould seem 
from the character of the masonry, by the lineals 
themselves. An attempt was made to e.vcavate the 
ground at the back, but nothing was found, save what 
appeared to be a large underground drain. The story 
that it was known as the '* King's gate." which was 
oul}' used to take the dead body of the King out of the 
palace for burial, is an attractive one. but lacks com 
firmatiou. The “ Water gate ’’ outside tlie Asad Burj 
is of an extremely interesting and characteristic design, 
but owing to its position is but seldom visited. Th.e 
inner gateway is reached by a long flight of steps and 
protected by a barbican.’' with an outer gate facing 
the river. 


The GHiiATr.v Ghauk is the roofed street referred to 
by Bernier which leads from the Lahore g;ire to a point 
west of the Kaubat Klt ana and is described bt her^tn 
son "as the noblest entrance kuoriui to any existing 
palace'h It measures some -66 feet in leng^-h ana 2i 
feet in width, with a central octagonal court open to 
the sky. On' both sides of the roadway there are 82 
arched ceils, at first fioor and gromid fioor levcus. 
iluliammad Salih, ^ahjahan's Court Chromcicr.^ rere^ 
to this arcade as the (covered Oamr). 
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The central portion, open to the slc}', was st^'Icd the 
CJihatta Manzil (Vanltecl Arcade), the liistorian adding, 
“ that a building like this vaulted market liad never 
been seen before by the pcopel of India,” and that it 
owed its conception (o the Emperor, “ wlio takes mucli 
interest in the construction of buildings”. Eishop 
Heber in describing his vi.sit to jVJcbar II refers thus to 
the Ghhalta Chatil-. “ Wc were received with presented 
arms by the troops of the palace, drawn up within tJic 
barbicai\, and proceeded, still on our elephants, through 
the noblest gateway and vestibule I ever saw. It 
consists, not merely of a splendid Gothic arch in the 
centre of the groat gate-tower — biit, after that, of a 
long vaulted aisle, like that of a Gothic catliedral, 
with a small, open, octagonal court in the centre, all of 
granite^, and all finely carved with inscriptions from 
-the Quran, and with flowers. This ended in a ruinous 
and exceedingly dirty stable-yard.” The cast end of 
this arcade opened on to a courtyard, some 200' 0" 
square, and surrounded by colonnades, used by the 
Umaras of the Emperor’s guard. At the south-west 
corner of this square stood certain public buildings 
where the Emperor’s Nazir (Superintendent of the 
household) contracted business. In its centre was a 
tank^ fed by the canals Avhich ran north and south 
towards the Mahtab and Hayat Bakhsh gardens and 
Delhi gate, respectively. On either side of the canals 
were the arcaded streets whicli have already been 
referred to on page 6. Bernier describes these streets 

^ The masonry is actually brick, externally plastered. 

-The tanli was filled after the Mutinj% but it was there that 
49 Christians — men, women and children — were ■ the 

Mutineers on May 16, 1867. - ^ 
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as being raised about 41 feet from the ground and bein- 
about 4 feet wide, in front of a row of arched rooms— 
closed arcades— running the entire length of the street. 
It was here that the lesser offieials used to transact 
business and the liiansabdctTS or inferior UmuTus were 
wont to mount guard during the night. Once a week, 
in regular rotation, the guard duty was performed by 
them and, while on guard, they had their meals supplied 
by the King. In return according to Bernier, they 
had to make the tasUm}, or salute of grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the royal gift, three times by turning the 
face towards the King's residence and raising the hand 
to the head and then lowering it to the ground. 

At the east side of the square, and within a stone 
railing, stood the NAUBAT or NAQQAEKHANA 
(the Royal Drum-House), The tank and square, witli 
its surrounding buildings and the stone railings, have 
now all disappeared, but it is hoped to be able, even- 
tually, to demarcate their former positions by lawns 
and shrubberies as has been done in the case of the 
gardens vdthin the present archoeological area. 

This building measures some 99' 0" by 68' 0" and is 
56' 6" high from the level of the phnth to the top of tlic 
roof. The gateway measures 29' 0" in height by 16' 0" 
in "width. It must he remembered that the prescnt 
jrlinth of this building is modern, the visitor being in- 
tended to enter at the level of the Diwan-i-'Amra court. 

The plinth is shortly to be removed, so that it will be 


1 ‘ On taking leave or presentation, or on receiving a maiisab, 
or a jaqir, or a robe of honour, or an elephant, or a horse, it is a rule 
to make three iaslims; but only one is performed on all other 
occasions (i.e.) when, salaries are paid or presents are made : rf. 
4in-i-ABart, Persian Text, Yol, I, pp- 4 and 15G-i. 
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possible to enter at tlic original level. Buildings former- 
ly existed at tlie north and south ends of the Naxdjat 
Khana, but these were taken away after the illutiny, 
their position being now indicated by shrubberies. 
“ Five times a day the royal band used to play in this 
lofty hall ; on Sundays the music was kept up the 
whole day because it was a day sacred to the sun, and 
the same honour was paid to the day of the week on 
which the King was born.'’ Bernier, who was at first 
deafened b)’- the noise, and found it unbearable, even- 
tually grew accustomed to the royal music and dis- 
covered “ grandeur, solemnity, and even melody in it”. 
A “ Naubat Khana ” is often found in royal palaces. 
The one at Fathpur Sxlai is well known, while they arc 
often seen, and still uspd, in the residences of Indian 
chiefs. The building served as quarters for officers 
stationed in the Fort till 1907, when the modern addi- 
tions were removed and the building restored as far as 
possible to its former appearance'. The two small 
rooms in the basement on either side of the entrance, 
now occupied by the Custodian, were used, till 1911, 
as the Museum of Archfeology. 

Passing through the entrance of the Naubat Khana, 
the visitor reaches the court of the Diwan-i-‘Amm 
(Hall of Public Audience). Through this entrance 
none could pass mounted except Princes of the Blood 
Eoyal ; ambassadors, ministers and grandees of the 
highest dignity, alighted here and walked on foot. 
Even in the last days of a subsidised Mu^al Emperor, 
the entrance was jealously guarded, and when Mr. 
Francis Hawkins, Resident at Delhi (a gentleman whose 

^The upper storey is occupied hy the Indian War Museum. 
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energy vent beyond bis discretion), was removed from 
bis appointment, tbe most serious charge against bim 
was that be bad violated tbe sanctity of tbe royal 
palace, by riding under tbe gateway of tbe Ifaubat 
)^ana. Tbe court, now reached, was originally 550' 
0" in length by 300' 0" in width, and surroimded with 
arcaded apartments, which, says Bernier, “have no 
buildings over them”. Each "bay” of tbe arcade 
was separated by a wall, " yet in such a manner that 
there is a small door to pass from one to the other”. 
The rooms were deep, raised almost 3| feet from the 
ground, and were occupied by the Umaras on duty. 
They were decorated on special occasions, and it is 
said that tbe Umaras vied with each other in tbe splen- 
dour’ of their adornment. These surrounding arcades 
were demolished after tbe Mutiny, but their former 
position has now been indicated by shrubberies. It 
should be remarked that the slirubberj'' on tbe south 
side of the court is, of necessity, placed further north 
than tbe original arcade, owing to the presence of the 
military road outside the railings to the south. Out- 
side to the north of the courtyard stood the imperial 
Iritcben (Keene, " Guide to Delhi’' p. 125). 

The great hall of the DIWAK-I-'AhQI was the central 
feature of the eastern side of the court, while to the 
north of this building was a gate leading to the fore- 
court in front of the Dlwan-i-Khass. In the days of 
tbe later Jilu^al Empire the appearance of the Div an- 
i-‘Amm was not unproved by the addition, behind it, of 
the bouses of the " Heir apparent,” built in the bastard 
European style of architecture which was fashionable 
in India during that period. The building, which has 
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lost its original covering of white shell plaster and 
^Idiog, stands, on a plinth some 4' 0" in height and 
measures 80' 0" long by 40' 0" in breadth ; it is some 
30' 0" high from the top of the plinth to the level of the 
roof parapet, the north-west and south-west angles 
of which are emphasised by dwarf pavilions. The 
building is open on the north, south and west, the outer 
walls being shaded by a deep Ghhajja. Above the 
latter can still be seen traces of the old external decora- 
tion. The inside of the hall is divided up by columns 
into three aisles, each of nine compartments, each 
compartment being formed by four pillars some 16' 0" 
apart, which support engrailed arches ranging from 
the back wall to the fagade of the building. The 
western fa 9 ade is adorned with ten columns supporting 
engrailed arches. Set in a recess in the centre of the 
back wall is a marble “ baldachino ” kno^vn as the 
Na^man-i-Zill-i-IldM (the seat of the shadow of 
God), panelled with marble and inlaid with precious 
stones. In front of this “ baldachino ” stands a four- 
legged piarble dais, measuring some 7' 0"x3' 0", said 
to have been used by the Waztr when presenting peti- 
tions to the Emperor seated under the canopy above, 
Avith some of his sons at his right and left and the 
eunuchs standing behind flapping away flies with pea- 
cock’s tails. A railed space, some 40' 0" in length by 
30' 0" in width, was, according to Bernier reserved 
round the “ baldachino ” for the “ whole body of the 
Omrahs, the Rajas and the Ambassadors all standing, 
their eyes bent dowmvard, and their hands crossed”. 
The remainder of the hall served as another reserved 
space for yet another rank of ofi&cials, while outside 


0 
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tlie Dlwan-i- Amm was the Guldl-lBan (red enclosure), 
reserved for minor officials, the general throng attend- 
ing the darbar standing outside this last cnclosirre. 
■\^Tien Bishop Heber saw it in 1824-1825, the hall, once 
richly “ painted and covered with gold,” “ was full of 
lumber of all descriptions, broken palanquins and empty 
boxes, and the throne so covered with pigeon’s dung, 
that its ornaments were scarcely discernible”. 

The pietra dvra work of the recess behind the “ balda- 
chino ” is worthy of special notice. The original work 
is said to have been executed by Austin de Bordeaux, 
a renegade European jeweller, and the designs represent 
flowers, fruit and birds in a most natm’al manner. 
Among the other designs the Frenchman introduced a 
picture of Orpheus pla}dng on his lute, with a hon, a 
hare, and a leopard l}dng charmed at his feet. Tin’s 
tablet was removed after the capture of the Palace in 
1857, and placed in the South Kensington Museum, 
while eleven others of the inlaid panels were also 
removed. They were restored to their original position 
some years ago at the instance of Lord Cnrzon. It 
Avas fortunate that old draAAungs of the mosaics existed, 
from wliich it Avas possible to restore the decoration 
to its original form, and for this purpose an Italian 
‘ mosaicista ’ was brought specially to India and the 
work completed in 1909. 

The folloAAong note taken from the iVTchajoIogical 
Survey Amiual for 1902-03, and AAwitten by Sir John 
Marshall, is of special interest in this connection : — 

“ The decoration is more particularly famous 
for the panels of black marble, inlaid AA'itli a 
variety of coloured stones in designs of birds 
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and flowers. These panels are the sole exam- 
ples in India of tliis particular form of tech- 
nique. The most justly famous among them 
is one representing the figure of Orpheus 
sitting under a tree and fiddling to a circle 
of listening animals^. At the time of the 
Mutiny in 1857 a good many of these panels, 
which are quite small, were picked out and 
mutilated. Twelve of them including the 
representation of Orpheus as well as four larger 
and seven smaller panels, were appropriated 
by Captain (afterwards Sir John) Jones, and 
sold by him for £500 to the British Grovern- 
ment, who deposited them in the South 
Kensington Museum. 

“ In 1882 all the inlay in the lower half of the back 
wall of the recess was restored under the 
supervision of Major H. H. Cole, the then 
Curator of Monuments in India. The work 
was executed with great care, but unhappily 
some of the stones employed in the new work 
matched badly with the originals. The 
difference between them is particularly notice- 
able in the background of the panels ; a 
greyish black Indian marble having been used 
to replace the intensely black and finely 
grained marble, only procurable in Italy. 
In some other respects also the new work is 
inferior, the designs being harsher and the 

* A beautiful chromo-lithograph of this is published by Major 
H. H. Cole in his report on Delhi in the series entitled the “ Preserva- 
tion of National Monuments in India”. He also gives a general 
yiew of the b^qk of the throne, “ 

P3 
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teclinique coarser. The upper portion of the 
wall was not repaired hy Major Cole, because 
he hoped that the panels in England might 
be recovered at some future time and it 
appeared inexcusable to resort to artificial 
renovation so long as the originals were 
known to ‘exist elsewhere. During the past 
year (1902) a strong appeal for the recover)^ 
of these panels was made by the Government 
of India, and the trustees of Victoria and 
Albert Museum were kind enough to agree to 
their return. 

“ It had been hoped that the plaques would reach 
India in time to be restored for the ceremonies 
of the Investiture of the two Indian Orders 
held in connection with the Delhi Darbar 
(Lord Curzon’s Darbar of 1903) and the occa- 
sion would indeed have been an appro 2 )iiate 
one of which t-o emblemise, by the restoration 
of the mosaics, the generous policy which the 
Government have now adopted towards the 
relics of antiquity, as opposed to the proverbial 
vandalism of earlier days. Unfortunately the 
plaques did not arrive till the last days of 
December, and their restitution had to be 
deferred until after the Darbar. The}' have 
now been replaced behind the throne ; and 
many other panels, also in the upper portion 
of the walls, have been cleaned of the lac with 
which they were covered, and their mutilated 
surfaces repolished. There still, however, 
remain some of the gaps where panels are 
partly or wholly missing, and these v'ill bo 
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referring to tlie decoration of the Delhi Throne, 
in a recent article in The Nineteenth Century 
and After, has suggested that it has been 
wrongly attributed to Shahjahan’s reign and 
ought rather to be inferred to the earl}'- j^art of 
the eighteenth century. He rightly insists on 
its inferiority in point of style to that of the 
Taj at Agra, and further argues that the 
naturalistic representations of birds and ani- 
mals, had they existed in the time of Aurang- 
zeb, would scarcely have been left unmutilated 
by that iconoclast Emperor. The latter 
argument is not convincing, since parallel 
instances may be cited of other figures which 
must often have been seen by Aurangzeb, 
yet managed to escape violation at his hands. 
Nor ought mere inferiority of style to be 
pressed too far as evidence of date. The 
pielra dura of Shahjahan’s reign in the Lahoi'C' 
Fort is equally inferior to that of the Taj, 
and in the case of the Delhi Throne the task 
of the artists was a peculiarly diflicult one. 
The basis of this decoration was a number of 
square and oblong panels of varying sizes 
and of wholly unfamiliar styles. There are few 
artists who could create an harmonious design 
out of such material, and least of all a 
Mughal artist, tied down by the strictest 
traditions of form and colour, both alilm un- 
suitable to the task he had to perform. With 
such limitations it is not surprising that 
the result appears grotesque, or that fJie 
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arabesques, serve to combine tlie 

panels into a general sebeme of decoration 
oojnpared unfavourably in style with tliose of 
ibe Taj,” 

Tiic I'juroiican traveller Bernier {Travels in tlie Mogul 
pp. bas left an excellent account of tbe 

<.i.!nnni:ils for nliicli tbe Di\van-i-‘Amm was used. 


“ inniiu' tbe hour and a ball, or two hours, that tbis 
eereinony (the darbdr) contniues, a certain 
number of the royal borses pass before tbe 
Ibrone, that the King may see wbetber they 
arc, well used and in a proper condition. Tbe 
elepbauis come next, tbeir filthy bides having 
been well washed and painted as black as ink, 
wilb two large red streaks from tbe top of tbe 
bead down to tbe trunk, w'bere they meet. 
'Ibc rdopbanis arc covered with embroidered 
'bdb ; a couple of silver bells are suspended 
‘vM tPo two ends of a massive silver chain placed 
'‘■■■•■V tpi.iv back, and white cow tads^ from 
bo .'it 1 diet, of large value, bang from tbe ears 
So.'* bunit-U'^c wbiskcT.s. Two small elephants, 

: '‘'p rbly capori^nned, walk close to tbe colossal 
'■r- .Aur' ■. bp.(> pbivcs appointed to tbeir ser- 
l^'iui of bis gorgeous attire and 
’’.nimiib-ouce that surrounds him, every 
I'C, 0,1 move'-, with a solemn and dignified 
v.bon in front of tbe throne, the 
vim i- on bis shoulder, pricks 


'IP 


< r c.Utnt c5iowri-ia, <olUl ill com- 
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him -witli a pointed iron, animates liim and 
speaks to kim, until tke animal bends on one 
knee, lifts kis trunk on kigk and roars aloud, 
wliick tke people consider as tke elepkant’s 
mode of performing tke iaslwt or usual rever- 
ence. 

Otker animals are next introduced ; tame ante- 
lopes kept for tke purpose of kgkting witk eack 
otker Nilgaux^ or grey oxen, tkat appear 
to me to be a species of elk ; rliinoceroses ; 
large Bengale buffaloes witk prodigious korns 
wkick enable tkem to contend against kons and 
tigers ; tame leopards, or pantkers, employed 
in kuntmg antelopes ; some of tke fine sporting 
dogs from Usbec, of eveiy kind, and eack dog 
witk a small red covering ; lastly every species 
of tke birds of prey used in tke field sports 
for catcking partridges, cranes, kares, and 
even, it is said, for kunting antelopes, on which 
they pounce witk violence, beating their heads 
and blinding them with their wings and 
claws.”® 

" Besides this procession of animals, the cavalry of 
one or two of the Omralis {Umarns) frequently 
pass in review before the King ; the horsemen 


1 Tie Emperor Akiar was very foud of this sport, and in tlic 
Ain-i-AlAan (pp. 218-222) will be found full details regarding the 
kinds of fighting deer, how they fought, together with elaborate 
regulations as to the betting allowed on such encoimtere. 

- Literally “ blue cows,” the Hindustani name being Nllgiio. 

® See the illustration of a Barkut eagle attacking a deer, from 
Atldnson’s ‘ Siberia ’ at p. 385, Vol. I, of Yule’s 3Iarco Polo, second 
ed., 1875, and the Chapter (X^UII, same vol.) on the animals and 
birds kept by the Kaan for the chase. 
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being beller dressed tban usual, ibc liorses 
furnisbed with iron armour, and decorated 
with an endless variety of fantastic trappings. 

“ The King takes j)leasure also in having the l)lade.s 
of cut-lasses tried on ilead sheep, brovight' 
before him without the entrails and noatly 
bound up. Young 0/a;v///s, Mansrlnlars, and 
(jo>(rze-bcytlar6^ or mace-bearers, e.vercise their 
skill and put forth all their strength to <’ut 
through the four feet., which iire fastened 
together, and the body of the shi'ep at one 
blow. 

‘‘But all these things arc so many interludes to 
more serious matters. The Jving not only 
reviews hi.s cavalry with particular attention, 
but there is not, since t.he, war has been ended, 
a single trooper or other soldier whom he has 
not inspected, and made himself personally 
acquainted with, increasing or reducing the pay 
of some and dismissing others from the, .service. 
iUl the petitions held up in th(' crowd assembled 
in the Ain-Kas (the Dlwan-i-'Amm) are 
brought to the King and read in his hearing ; 
and the persons concerned being ordered to 
approach are examined by the RIonarch liim- 
seK, who often redresses ojr tlic sjiot tlie Avrongs 
of the aggrieved party.” 

The verandah on the first floor level at the back of 
the Dlwan-i-‘Amm and overlooking the garden in front 

^ Gurz-hardar, from gurz, a Persian word, signifying n mace or 
war-club. 



26 


t)ELEtl FORT : A GUIDE TO TEE 


of tlie Rang Mahal is said to have been covered with 
shell-plaster, polished like the brightness of tlie 
morning.” 

As has been previously mentioned, a gateway lay to 
the north of the Dlwan-i-‘Amm, leading to the first of 
the twin courtyards in front of the Dlwan-i-Kliass. now 
no longer in existence, but demarcated, like the other 
court immediately in front of that building, by shrub- 
beries and lawns. In the middle of the western ^valI 
of this ' first courtyard ’ was a gate which gave entrance 
to the court of the Dlwan-i-^ass, ilie Hall of Sj)ccial 
Audience. A red cloth awnitm was stretclied in front 

O 

of this gateway and gave it the name of Lai Pardah (red 
screen). 

The buildings on the East wall of the Fort in the 

enclosed area. 

The MUMTAZ MAHAL, now the Museum, is the 
southernmost of these buildings. Formerly one of the 
apartments of the Royal princesses, it has served as a 
hlilitary prison (carvings by the prisoners can be still 
seen on the marble dadoes) and was also used, till 
recently, as the Sergeants’ Mess, and for this purpose 
its original appearance had been completely changeil. 
Old drawings and photos of the Fort, dating prior lo 
the Mutiny, show it to have been a structure not unlike 
the neighbouring Rang Mahal, covered with w’hite shell 
plaster, and with the angles of its roof emphasised 
by dwarf pavilions, the external walls being shaded by a 
deep Chhajja. The latter has been reconstructed and, 
within, some of the original “ glass ” decoration has 
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been exposed. It. will be noticed tbat the ])lini']i of 
the building is still buried, bnt this is shortly to be 
removed and the noighbonring gronnd laid ont to the 
same level as the lawns to the north. Excavations 
made in 1911 revealed the remains of a small marble 
fountain basin in front of the bnilding on t.he west. side. 
It was also known as the ‘ Ohhota Hang ]\Iahal ’ or 
‘ nil ass Jlnbal ' and it seems not nnlilcely that, the 
water channel, which runs through tlie centre, of the 
other buildings t.o the north, eontinned ])ast it also. 
That the space between t.he Mnmtas Mahal and the Hang 
Mahal was filled with buildings in the day.s of t.he last. 
Emperor of Delhi is evident from old photographs 
taken before the JIutiny, while it is probable that in 
the days of Shalijahan, another smaller pavilion existed 
here^, the range of arcade.s, which formed tlic south 
boundary of the garden of the Hang Jlahal, probably 
continuing through to the front of the east wall of the 
Fort ; any interspaces between the buildings on tlie east 
outer Avail Avoidd be filled A\dth marble screens to prevent 
the inmates of the harem being seen from the low 
ground between the Fort and the river. 

Last of all the Seraglio buildings on the river face 
(f.e., between the Mumiaz Mahal and the Asad Burj) 
there came the Khurd Jahan (Little World). Why it 
Avas so called we do not knoAv, unless within it there 

^ Heam, Seven Ciiies of Delhi, states that a small pavilion Icuown 
as the Small Sitting Place ( Ohholi Balihah), and a modern huildin" 
the Darya (River) Mal.ial occupied this space. Tlie latter building 
he says, was more ornate than the others, and liad a iiedimeut on 
the river face surmounted by the figure of a bird. An old photo, 
graph of the Fort taken before the Mutiny shows a building of this 
design. ' 
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were collected different flowers and trees and all that 
was necessary to make it like tlie world on a small 
scale.”^ 

Tlie RANG MAHAL (Palace of Colour), so called from 
the coloured decoration with which it was formerly 
adorned, lies immediately to the north of the Mumtaz 
Mahal. The building was the largest of the apartments 
of the Royal Seraglio, and in the time of Shahjahan 
was Imown as the Imtiyaz Mahal (Palace of Distinction). 
The CoTU't Chronicler writes of it that, “ in excellence 
and glory it surpasses the eight-sided throne of heaven, 
and in lustre and colour it is far superior to the palaces 
in the promised paradise.” It is indeed to be regretted 
that so few traces remain of its former elaborate decora- 
tion. The building measures externally 153' 6" by 
59' 3", and, within, engrailed arches on twelve-sided 
piers divide the main apartment into fifteen bays, each 
20' 0" square. These are cased in marble for 11' 0" of 
their height, the point at which the arches spring from 
plaster capitals. On the soffits of the outer row of 
arches can still be seen remains of the old gilded decora- 
tion in the form of conventional flowers. It is said that 
the original ceiling was of silver, but that in the reign 
of Parrukhsiyar it was taken off “ to supply a pressing 
need,” and replaced by one of copper. In the reign of 
Akbar II this latter was also removed and a wooden 
one put up. Muhaimnad Salih uniting in the reign of 
^ahjahan, describes the original ceiUng as being 
“ gilded and ornamented ivith golden flowers.” The 
eastern wall is pierced by five windows overlooking the 
river, and from there the ladies of the zanatia could 


1 Op . ciL, p. 161. 
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catcli a glimpse of the elephant fighis whicli took place 
on the sandy foreshore at. the foot of the walls, and of 
which the Emperor was an interested spectator in the 
adjoining Muthamman Bnrj. Four of these, windows 
are now filled with rectilinear traoeiy of a type reminis- 
cent of Chinese decoration. The original glazing, 
which has entirely disappeared, was ])rol)nl)Iy of panes 
of glass of that vivid colour still seen in one of the 
windows of the IJannnam. The cent ral window opening 
is enclo.sed hy a frame of tlamhoyani. swirls, bulbous 
domes, and surmounted by an umbrella sha])ed finial, 
the whole an unpleasant foretaste of the decadence 
which set in with the reign of Aurang/.eb. At each 
end of the main hall .are smaller chambers, .surrounded 
hy a marble dado, waist-high, the upper ])ortions of the 
walls being relieved by conventional floral designs in 
plaster, set off with “ glass *’ borders. Down the 
centre of the building runs a marble water channel 
with a central fountain basin, buried, till 1908, under 
a modern stone floor. ‘All Alardan’s canal, tapping the 
Jumna some six miles above Delhi to obtain the neci'.s- 
sary fall, fed the Palace ndth many streams of limpid 
water which filled the tanks, played the fountains and 
poured “ lilce a quick fall of stars ” before fhe illu- 
minated candle niches. But of all these waterways the 
most favoured was the Nahr-i-Bihisht (Stream of Para- 
dise) so called by Shahjahan himself.^ Falling in a 
rippling cascade down the marble chute in the Shah 


^ Manucci, Sloria do Mogor, Irvine’s translation, Vol. T, p. 184, 
says “ Shahjahan ordered somo hcantitnl fish to be thrown into the 
canal with gold rings in their heads, each ring having one ruby and 
two seed-pearls.” 
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Biirj pavilion and flowing along the terrace that bor- 
dered the Hayat Ba khsh garden, it traversed the chain 
of stately edifices that lined the eastern wall of the 
Palace Hammam, Dlwan-i- Bdi a ss and Khwabgah — 
silently gliding beneath the Mizaii-i-'Adl, {“ Scales of 
justice ”) across a sun-bathed court into the cool of the 
Rang Mahal. Thence, still southward, it passed through 
the little Rang Mahal, Mumtaz Mahal, and other build- 
ings of the Imperial zandna, sending out shoots to feed 
the many channels and fountains. As Bernier {Travels 
in the Mogul Empire, p. 267) tells us, “ nearly ever}’" 
chamber has its reservoir of running water at its door ,' 
on every side are gardens, delightful alleys, shady 
retreats, streams, fountains, grottoes, deep excavations 
that afford shelter from the sun by day, lofty divans 
and terraces, on which to sleep cool at night." Else- 
where he says, The water of the canal into the 

Seraglio, divides and intersects every part and falls into 
the ditches of the fortification."^ Still despite the 
sj)oliation of its jewels and the lack of dancing waters, 
this fountain basin is by far the most charming of all 
those in the Fort, and is perhaps only surpassed in 
elegance by the fountain in the Mu^amman Burj 
pavilion at Agra. Sayyid Ahmad says of tlie Rang 
Mahal, “ it has a tanlv, the beauty of which baffles des- 
cription. It is made of marble and fashioned in such a 
way that it resembles a full blown flower. Its inlay of 
flowers and foliage in various coloured stones has been 
so finely executed that it is beyond the power of anyone 
to describe it. Although the tanJr is seven ga^^ square 

1 ArchcEohgical Stirvetj of India Annual llcporl, 1907-I90S, jip, 
23-30. 
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yci it is of very little depth. It is just like tlic pnlm of 
a liand. The pnrticailnr beaut}; of tin's is that., vlion it is 
full of rippling water, tlie foliage of tlic inlay worlc ap- 
pears to wave to and fro. In its centre is a beautiful 
flower like a cup of marble ; moreover, on each curving 
point and arched cusp, flowers and leaves of coloured 
stones spring from creeping jrlants, and crcejring plants 
from flowers and leaves. Within the cup you will find 
a hole through which the water bubbles up from a 
hidden channel undernealb. The sheet of water falling 
from the edges of the cup and the waving of the jrlanbs 
and flowers under the dancing water are nothing less 
than a scene of magic.” 

Jluhammad SalUi is likewise moved to entliusiasm • 
“In the midst of the Central Hall is a shallow tanlc 
designed on geometrical principles. It is dccoratcrl 
with points and on each point there is a hole tlirough 
which the water of life bubbles out from the jets fi.xed 
above, enhancing the pleasantness of the surroundinfr.s 
and the beauty of the building. The mind of man 
on perceiving this wonder, is amazed. The channels 
on the four sides, fed from this sunlike fountain, pour 
their waters m the form of a cascade, into a basin’ made 
of one piece of marble, and on leaving tlus the water- 
flows into the main channel ruirning into the midst (of 
the gardens). The stone of this basin is one of the 
wonders of the world and came from the Makrana 
Quarry. By order of His Majesty, the basin was made 
square, forrr gaz by four gaz^ with a depth of one and a 
half gaz. It was brought by means of a hundred 


* Those dimensions give the size as 10' 5 " 
Actual size is 10' 3" square X 3' 10" deep. 


square X 4' 0" deep. 
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apparently of marble, the traces of wliicli arc still to b 
seen ; while the centre opening was further elaborate( 
by the introduction of moulded columns and a tripli 
arch. Above the small screens were small window! 
filled with jdU, similar to that seen on the north anc 
south facades. Altogether, the illustration makes the 
west front of the Mahal more attractive than it is non 
under its coat of whitewashed plaster.”^ Carr Stephen 
and Keene both erroneously describe it as being built 
of “ grey sandstone.” 

“ From the Rang Mahal the Emperor passed across 
a narrow court to his private apartments under the 
arcade before the Scales of Justice. This fagadc is of 
white marble and now shows no signs of having been 
coloured, all traces having been bleached out by the 
blaze of sun which beats fiercely on this wall througliout 
the day. Until recently there was a buttress wall jut- 
ting out some 3' 0" into the court at the west angle. 
A careful inspection showed that neither this wall nor 
the one on a corresponding position on the north side 
of the ^ass BlahaF was structurally necessary, and as 
they were of obviously modern construction, the core 
being of modern bricks, they were demolished. It was 
then discovered that considerable traces of colour 
remained high up the wall where the protecting CJihaj^a 
had cast its shadow. From this it is safe to presume 
that the elaborate painted decoration of the interior 
originally extended to the extcrioi' of the building, 
and I believe this instance to be unique.”^ 

2 Another name for the collection of rooms known ns the Tnsbih 
Khana, ICliwabgah, and BaithaU, 

3 Op. cifi 
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The following account of these buildings has been 
taken from Carr Stephen’s ArcJicBology of Delhi : — 
“ Corresponding to the Royal Baths, and on the south 
of the Dlwan-i-^ass, is a suite of rooms built through- 
out of marble and divided into two ecpial parts by the 
marble canal already described. BetAveen these rooms 
and the Dlwan-i-Khass the pavement is of marble and 
is about 46 feet wide.” 

“ The Tasbih Khana (place where the praises of God 
are recounted by the telling of beads), Khwabgah 
(dormitory) and Baithak (place where people meet to 
sit and converse) form one building ; the former consists 
of a row of three rooms facing the Diwan-i-Khass ; 
a second row of three rooms behind this is known as the 
ICliwabgah, and the adjoining hall, which is about 
half the width of the Khwabgah. was indiscriminately 
called the Baithak or the Tosha Khanah (Ward 
Robe). The three apartments together may be 
equal in size to the Diwan-i-Khass.” At the 
suggestion of the Hon. Mr. W. M. Hailey, the 
then Chief Commissioner of Delhi, two of the 
western apartments have been furnished in the 
Mu^al manner, so that visitors to the Palace 
may be able to repicture the interior arrangements 
of a room during this period. “ There is nothing 
particular to notice either in the Tasbih Khana 
or the Baithak ; the Khwabgah. hoAvever, deserves 
more than passing attention. As already stated, 
it is the name of the three rooms in the centre of 
the building ; the middle room is about 45 feet by 
18 feet, those on its east and on its west are about half 
its size. The tljiree rooms communicate Avith one 

D 2 
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anotlier tlirougli arclied doors in tlie centre room ; tlie 
walls were at one time inlaid witli precious stones wliicli 
were pillaged by tbe attendants of the court, and liave 
recently been repaired with great success. (]\&. Carr 
Stephen wrote his book in 1876.) In the northern and 
southern walls of the centre room there are arched 
doors covered with marble screens, and under the arches 
there are inscriptions of historical fame— the work of 
Sa'dullah ^an, the Wazir of ^ahjahau. On the 
outer eastern face of the door of this room there is an- 
other inscription, which is also said to be the work of 
the same author.” 

English translation of the inscription on the southern 
and northern arches : — “ Praise be to God ! how beauti- 
ful are these painted mansions and how charming are 
these residences : a vart of the high heaven. When I 
say the high-minded angels are desirous of looking at 
them, if people from different parts and dhcctions 
(of the world) should come (here) to walk round them 
as (they walk) round the old house {Ka‘ba), it would he 
right ; and if the beholders of the two worlds should 
run to Idss their highly glorious threshold as (they kiss) 
the black stone (of Ka'ba), it would be proper. The 
commencement of this great fort, which is higher than 
the palace of the heavens and is the envv of the wall 
of Alexander ; and of these pleasant edifices and of the 
garden of Hayat Bakhsh, which is to these buildings 
as the soul is to the bod}'-, and the lamp to an assembly ; 
and of the pure canal, the limpid water of which' is 
to the person possessing sight as a world- 
reflecting mirror, and to the wise the unveilcr of the 
secret world ; and of the -water-falls, each of which 
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you may say is tlie wHteness of tlie dawn or a tablet 
of secrets of tbe Table and tbe Pen (of Fate) ; and of 
the playing fountains, each of which is a hand of bght 
rising to greet the inhabitants of heaven ; or they are 
bright pearls alighting to reward the inhabitants of 
the earth ; and of the tanks, full of the water of life 
(and) in its purity the envy of the bght and the sun ; 
announced on the 12th Dhilhijjah in the 12th holy 
year of the ascension, corresponding to 1048 A.H., the 
debghtful tidings of happiness to the people of the 
world. And the completion of it, which was effected 
at the expense of 50 lacs of rupees, on the 24th E.abi‘u-1- 
Awwal in the 21st year of the auspicious ascension 
corresponding to 1058 A.H., by the glory of the happy 
feet of the sovereign of the earth, the lord of the world, 
the founder of these heavenly, pleasant mansions, 
Shihabu-d-Din Muhammad, the second Lord of febcity, 
Shahjahan, the king champion of faith, opened the door 
of favour to the people of the world.” 

Engbsh translation of the verses on the waU^ : 

“ May the Emperor of the world, Shahjahan, by 
his good fortune, the second Lord of febcity, 

In the royal palace, with great magnificence, ever 
be Ibce the sun m the sky. 

As long as foundation is indispensable with this 
building. 

May the palace of his good fortune touch the 
highest heaven. 

WonderfuUy charming is this adorned palace : 

A paradise embelbshed with a himdred beauties, 

^ The inscription has become obliterated and is now no longer 
traceable. 
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Dignity is a sign to represent its greatness ; 
Felicity is in tlie embraces of its ball. 

(Incomplete.) 

(Incomplete.) 

Whoever rubbed his head sincerely against its foot, 
His honour increased, like (the swelling) of the 
(river) Jun (Jumna). 

When time erected its wall. 

It set a mirror before the face of the sun. 

The face of its wall is so decorated, that it 
demands from the painters of 
China a fee for showing its face. 

Time extended such an (affectionate) hand over 
its head. 

That the sky borrowed height from it. 

In its playing fountains, and river-like tank, 

The sky washed its face with the water of the earth. 
As it is the seat of a just King, 

So it is the King of all other buildings.” 

Count Von Orlich, visiting Delhi in 1843, says that 
“ before the entrance to the residence of the Great 
Mogul, a pair of scales are suspended over a stone 
seat, to indicate that justice alone is aebninistered in 
these apartments. As we entered the halls which lead 
to the King’s apartments we saw a rhapsodi.st, who wa.s 
sitting before the bed ch.ambcr of the Great I\IognI 
and relating tales in a loud voice. A simple curtain 
was hung between him and the King, who was lying 
on a couch and Avhom these talcs were to lull to sleep.” 
[Traxmls m India, Von Orlioli, Vol. II, p. 25.) 

Adjoining the eastern wall of the Khwabgah, and 
overlooking the river, is the domed balcony (also 
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known as tlie Burj-i-Tild or Golden Tower) wliich 
Bernier, who, however, had never seen it, praised 
so extravagantly. It is octagonal in plan and roofed 
by a dome, once cased in gilded copper and now covered 
with lime plaster. Three out of the eight sides of this 
room are cut off by the Eh.wabgah. and of the remain- 
ing five sides which overlook the river, four are filled 
with marble screens ; in front of the fifth, which is in 
the middle of the Burj , there is a small covered balcony 
added by Akbar II, who also engraved an inscription 
on its arches and another on the western doorway of 
the Mu;&amman Burj . 

English translation of the first inscription : 

“ Praise and thankfulness are worthy of the Lord 
of the world. 

Who made such an Emperor the King of the 
age ; 

Who is descended from a royal father and grand- 
father down from Timur ; 

(And is the) protector of the world, having his 
conrt (as high as the) sky, and soldiers (as 
numerous as) stars, 

Mu'i-nu-Din Abu-n-Nasr Alcbar, Ghazi, 

King of the world, conqueror of the age, and 
shadow of God, 

On the face of Mu;&amman Burj, built anew such 
a seat that the sun and the moon sewed (fixed) 
their eyes on it. 

Sayvidu-sh-Shu‘ara. was ordered to record its date. 

So that the black letters may endure on the white 
(ground). 
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The Sayyid ^vrote the chronogram of this building : 

May the seat of Akbar Shah be of exalted foun- 
dation. The year 1223.’ ” 

English translation of the second inscription ; 

“ 0 (thou who hath) fetters on thy legs, and a 
padlock on thy heart, beware ! 

And 0 (thou) whose eyelids are sewn ui), and 
whose feet are deep in the mire, beware ! 

Thou art bound towards the west ; but thou has! 

turned thy face to the east, 

0 traveller ! Thou has turned thy back on tin’ 
destination, beware ! ” 

“ The eunuchs,” says Bernier, writing of the Mu^am- 
man Burj, “ speak with extravagant praise of a small 
tower, facing the river, which is covered with plates 
of gold in the same manner as the towers of Agra ; 
and its azure apartments are decorated uith gold 
and azure, exquisite paintings and magnificent murors.” 

A projecting hurj of this type on the east wall was 
a common feature of the Mu^al palace and is found 
at Agra and Lahore. Erom it the Emperor used to 
appear to the throngs gathered below the Fort, while 
at Agra Jahangir caused a rope of bells to be suspended 
between the hurj and the ground below, for the use of 
suppliants. 

The dar^an or ‘ showing ’ ceremony was considered 
a most important procedure and was observed daily 
by the earlier Mu^al Emperors. In a court where 
an Emperor’s life was in hourly danger such a cere- 
mony was the only sign by wliich his subjects knew 
whether he was alive. 'Wq read of one Empcroi being 
even carried to the jharolcltci on his sick bed jathei 
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than omit the obsorvance of the dar.^n. it is inter- 
esting to note that the ceremony was revived at tlie 
Coronation Darbar, Their Imperial Itlajesties King 
George V and Queen ^fary appearing from the balcony 
of the Mu^amnniu lJurj to the crowd gathered on tin; 
ground between the Fort and the river. 

The Khizfi gate below it- has already been commented 
upon. 

The original dome of the Muthamman jJiirj w;is of 
quite, difierent .section from the projont. one and was, 
a.s stated above, covered with cupper. It was nmioved 
after the Mutiny, together v.-jth the copper coverings 
of the pavilions at tlie corners of the roof of the Diwan-i- 
Khass. and sold by the PnV.c Agent. 

The DIWAX-I-KHASS was also known as the Shah 
Mahal (Royal Palace). It, like the J)Iwan-i-‘Amm, 
had a courtyard in front of it to tlie west, enclosed 
by colonnade.?. The entrance to the courtyard nearest 
the Dlwan-i-Khas-s and known as the Jilau K/iana 
was on the west, and was kept screened by a red cur- 
tain, the Lai Pardah. In this court the Umards and 
nobles of highest rank Avere wont to wait on the Emperor. 
It AA’as removed, together AA-ith the lesser court, AA'hich 
lay immediately to the v.-est, after the ilutiny, but 
from old plans and ample cA-idence forth coming in the 
excaA'ations, it has been possible to lay out the present 
laAA'ns and .shrubberies so as to demarcate AA'ith accuracy 
their former alignment. 

The hall is 90' 0" in length and 07' 0" in AA-idth, and 
stands on a plinth 4' 0" in height. Fergusson considers 
it “ if not the most beautiful, certainly the most highly 
ornamented of all Shahjahan’s buildings.” The central 
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cliamber measures 4S' 0" by 27' 0". Tlie ceOinjr is 
flat and supported by engrailed arcbes. ‘ Pietra dina ' 
work is freely used on the lower portions of tlie arcli 
piers, tbe upper portions being treated with gilding 
and painting. A marble water channel, the same 
2sahr-i-I3ihisht. 12' O'’ in width, runs tluoush the 
centre of the halL The marble dais is said to have 
supported the famous peacock throne of ^ahjahan, 
valued at £12,037.500,^ wliich was removed bv Nadir 
Shah in 1739. Over the arches at the north and south 
ends of the central chamber will be noticed the famous 
inscription : '■ If there is a paradise on the face of the 
earth, it is -this, it is this, it is this." 

This building is perhaps bound up more closely than 
any other with the history of the Jlu^al Empire. 
The favourite resort of the Emperor who built it, it 
witnessed in turn the heyday and the decline of the 
house of Timur, 

“ Here, in 1716, the Scottish Surgeon, Gabriel Hamil- 
ton, who cured the Emperor Farokhsir. on the eve of 
his marriage, was rewarded by the permission for his 
employers to establish a factory, and to maintain a 
territory of 38 towns on the banks of the Hfiglih, wliich 
was the foundation of the ‘ Presidency of Fort William,' 
and aU that has since sprung therefrom."'- 

1 Tavernier's Travels, Yol. I, pp. 3S1-S-5. Beniier gives 4 Karors 
of rupees or 60 million French Itrcrs. But Tavernier's v.nhiation 
is probahlv correct since he estimates its cost at lC0.ofKi,&X) 
which when worked out .vieJds £12,037,500, the value of a //rrr 
beins eouai to Is. 6L 

=Keene, Bandhooh to Ddfit. p. J34. The author r.fi'Js, • Dr. 
Busteed. in ‘ Echoes of Old Calcutta,' discredits this and entJtavours 
to show that the storr has verj' little, if any. ioxir.dation in het 
though it should be mentioned that this incHent of the grantuig 
of Rovall Phirmaund ” has l>ccn acccpictl as aiitiuntifi ty 
Beckles Wilson in Ledger and Strand (Vol. IT, pi>. iiO-GI}. 
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In it Kaclir Shah rocoivod the submission of iMuhain- 
inad Shall (i\rnghal Emperor 1710-1718) in 1730, and 
deprived liim of the most vnluahle Irensurcs of his 
ancestors. The jn-edalorv hordes of dais, Jlarathas 
and Rohillas, whieli haras.sed in turn tlie last Emperors 
of the line, despoiled it of its remaining treasures, 
while it is said lo have been Ihe jilaee wherein the 
aged Slu'ih ‘Alam was blinded bv the brigand (Ihulum 
Qadir. In it Lord Lake was 1 hanked for delivering 
the tottering cm])ire from Ihe house of Sciudhia, while 
in May 1857 the mutineers chose it a.s the edilice where- 
in to proclaim Lahridur Shfih II once more Emjieror 
of Hindustan, all mnvitting that, some seven months 
later lie was to be tried in the same hall for his 
life. 

In earlier times it was known as the Rhilh i\lahnl or 
Daiilat Khana-i-Klifiss and even, by a misnomer, as 
the ^usl I\lmna^ ‘Abdul Ilamid Lfihorl, Slifiliialirtn’s 


^ Manncci refers lo llie Dru'tln-i-KlifigS ns llic Ghvsl-KhCma in llic 
following ijass-sge : 

“ Four horsc.s, reach' saddled for emergency, nre kept near 
the door of (ho GhiisI IGirina, (Iio jdaeo where audience 
is gi'’cn and jusficc dispcJised.” Flsewliere, " 'J’Jiis jirince 
(i^i.'di ‘Alam) held me in .such affection that ho granted 
me j)ennission to enter the GliVil K/iann, wliieli is a secret 
place where the .‘-ccond audience is given and the council 
,si(s. Into it only (he principal Lords and o/Iieers of tlie 
court en(cr.” Referring to the Royal cstahlishment, 
Manucci says (hat “ there is an officer styled Jlarogha 
Do (’os“a Choqui (iJaroj^a of the Khiis ehauki), that is, 
‘ ofliecT of the chosen fonliriels ’ , the reason is that (he 
cornjiany to v.hich this name is gi%en are all jiicked men 
and of' (he noblest faniilie.s. (pdinarily (hey number 
4,(j0() hoir-,en,en. This, oflicer has charge of (he Goiisai- 
cana {G]iuji 1 Khiinn)." 
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a marble balustrade is ^erected. It is known 
by the name ol Ckauhhandl4-Diwan-i-Mass. 
Its ceiling was of pure silver, but in the raids 
of the Marathas and Jats it was torn off.’’^ 

Ahmad Shah’s contemporary historian says that, 
“ it was from off the Diwan-i-Khass that Badu,^ on 
account of his mean nature and the narrowness of his 
mind, took the silver of its ceiling, and turned it into 
money.”3 Keene [Handbooh to Delhi, p. 131) states 
that the original ceiling was silver inlaid with gold at 
a cost of 39 lacs of rupees, which when looted and 
melted down by the Marathas in 1760 realized 28 hcs. 
He adds in a footnote that this act of spoliation was 
perpetrated by them under Sadashiv Bao Bhao, and 
in 1761, Ahmad Shah Durrani inflicted on them a 
crushing defeat at Panipat. The hall had previously 
been despoiled in 1757 by Ahmad Shah, who among 
other plunders, took back with him a Mu^al Princess 
as consort. 

The following excellent description of the famous 
PEACOCK THRONE {Ta]cht-i-Tdus)‘^ is given in the 
Badshah Nama ; — 

“ Since from time immemorial and }'ear in year 
out, various jewels of great price, each of 


1 Alharu-s-Saniidifl. Cawnporc, 1904, Ciiaptor II, pp. 

“ Badu, probably Sadashiv Rao Bbiio, soji of Cbiinaji and 
cousin of Peshwa Balaji Baji Rfio, slain in baKlo against Almiad 
Shah Durrani in 1761. T. W. Beale, Biographical Dictwmnj, 


p. 338. 

3 Khaza7ia-t-‘Amirah, p. J04. t 

^ Some uTiters idace the peacock throne in the Dnran-i- Ainin. 
Carr Stephen, however, is of the opinion that the throne stood on 
the marble taM at present in the Diwuu-i-IUias®. Benner ( Irar els, 
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liirnt woitliy io Ih> ju> rar-riiit' (tf VrmiH and 
to 1 h> in a Ix’lf. for tlif htin. had Ih'.mi Icrpt. 
in tho IinjK'vial 'JVoasnry, it. (irnirml to tin* 
in^j'ivi'd iniiid (of tin' Vanju'Vov), in tin* navly 
yoar.*: of tin- lu-notlnont iniL'ii, that, tin- colli’r- 
lioii of Mndi rar<> pro.'.cn!''- and accaimnlnlinn 
of so matjy pjcrions thinir-s 'vcn* only moatit. 
for till' adornment of lin* I'anpiia*, and to 
iniToasi' its ornainont^itinn. 'I'ht'U'forf, they 
•nitrht to he nnule ti>;e of in sneli a place that, 
spectator,*: miriht enjoy the woild-eniii'hteninu 
heantv of tin* produce of the ocean and the 
mine, aiul that they should lend an a<lded 
ln’'‘r<' to the I’alaee. (trder.s wen* issued 
that all Icinds of ruhies. diamonds, p(‘arls 
ainl emeralds, the value of which was esti- 
mated at two hundred Iar< of rupees, and in 
addition, those in the eharjje of the provin- 
cial treasury oiru'<'rs, .should In* hroiitilit. for 
llis Majesty’s ins])eetion, excejiling only the 
iMiiporor's personal jewels, kept, in the jewel 
ollice of the heaven-liko ])alaec. 

j). 2(in) ik-.'-'orilics til'* llirone, and in his df-'cription r-ays “at Iho 
foot of the throne ivcre a-.-'-enihled all tlie Oinralis in .^jilcndid np- 
prirel, upon a plat form Ptirroundci! hy a f-ilvt-r railing.’’ I-nf'-r he 
adds (Travel*;, p. 270), «itli referenec to tlie court outside tlie hnild- 
iii" in wliieh the llironc stood, “ns to tlie areiule jialleries round 
the court, every Oninih had received orders to decorate one of IIk'Iii 
at his own expense, and there appeared a spiiit of emnlatinn who 
should host aciiuit himself to the Monareh’s satisfaction. Conse- 
quently nil the arcades and {rallories were eoviTed from top to 
bottom with hroeade, .'ind jhe pavements with rich carpets.” Tho 
courtj’ard of the J3Iwan-i-*Aniin would seem to he hero referred to, 
Tavernier says the flreat Mughal liiul seven mnenifieont throncH 
and that the principal Ihrono stood in the hall of the first court, 
i.e., tho Dhvrin-i-‘Amnj. 
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lie added Ms own name with, that of his illus- 
trious father. Now it has received fresh light 
and brightness, and inestimable adornment 
from the exalted name of the King of the 
seven climes, and the Emperor of throne and 
crown.” 

The following verse, composed by Hdjl Muhammad 
Jan Qudsi,'^ the last line of which gives the date, was 
written by the order of the Emperor, in green enamelled 
work inside the throne : — 

1. “ How auspicious is the Imperial throne 
WMch has been made ready by Divine hel]!. 

2. On the day when heaven desired to construct it, 
It first melted the gold of the sun. 

3. By the order of the Emperor, the azure of the 

heaven, 

. Was exhausted on its decoration. 

4. Wliat is the use of gold or of jewels but to 

decorate this throne ? 

It was the secret of the produce of ocean 
and mine. 

5. On account of its ruby which is beyond value, 

The heart of the red-lijipcd beloved is 
uneasy. 

G. Crowns, set with jewels, and rings, holding 
jewels in their eyes," 

Waited for long (in the hope that they) 
might be set in its supports. 


1 Oudsl is his poetical name. Ho was MaUhi-^u'ard 
jahun’s lime, and died in A. H. 1055 (A.D. 1015). See 
jihical Dictionary, T. W. Beale, London, 1801. 

- i.e., the sockets for the jewels. 


in 

Iliiiijrtf 
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7. The world had become so short of gold on 

account of its use in the throne, 

That the piu'se of the earth was empty of 
treasure. 

8. Should the sky succeed in reaching the foot of 

the throne, 

It will ofier to it the sun and moon as a gift. 

9. The august personage who rubbed his head on 

its base, 

Had to add heaven as a step to (approach) 
the throne. 

10. The tribute of ocean and mine is its robe : 

The shadow of it is (like) the shelter of tlie 

Divine throne and seat. 

11. It is decorated with various jewels : 

Its every particle is a lamp to the world. 


12. In its sides there are flowers of azure-lilce 

colour, 

Shedding light like the lamp from Mount 
Sinai. 

13. As his (Solomon’s) hand could not reach it. 

He set the precious stone of his ring on its 

steps. 

14. A dark night by the lustre of its rubies and 

pearls 

Can lend stars to a hundred skies. 

15. As it lasses the' foot of Shahjahan, 

So its rank is above the heavens. 

IG. Tlie bestower of the world, and the prosperous 
king, 

Spends the tribute of tlie whole earth on one 
throne, 




o 
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17. Almighty AUah who exalted the heavenly 

Throne and Seat, 

Can make such a throne, through His 
Di-\dne Power. 

18. As long as a trace remains of existence and 

space, 

Shahjahan shall continue to sit on the 
throne. 

19. May such a throne be his seat every day. 
Which has the tribute of seven climes under 

one of its steps. 

20. Wien the tongue asked the heart for its date, 

It replied, “ This is the throne of the Just 

Emperor.”^ 

The chronogram “ Aurano-i-ShdliinsMh-i-Adil ” gives 
the date A. H. 1044 (A. D. 1634). 

It is well known that the Peacock Throne was taken 
to Persia^ by Nadh ^ah in A. H. 1152 (A. D. 1739).^ 

* Bad^ah Ndma, Vol. I, Part II, pp. 78-81. Also see Manljimid- 
Umara, Vol. I, pp. 40.5-408. 

- Tarlkli Jahun KvMi Nddirt ; also Maufnirit-l-Uvmrd, Voi. I, 
p. 408. 

^ The following extract from Persia and the Persian qnesiion 
(Vol. I, jjp. .821-2) by the Hon. G. H. Curzon, .ir.r., will dispel nt 
once the idea that the Peacock Throne of the ‘ Great j^Iof^nl ’ is 
still extant : — 

III this dilemma, but with the growing conviction that the 
modern Takht-i-Tao«.s had a very shadowy connection, 
if any at all, with the plundered trcnsnre.s of Delhi, I 
turned to contem2)orancoii.s records. I found in Malcolm 
{Hislory of Persia, Vol. ii, p. 371, that Xadir Shah was 
so fond of the real Peacock Throne of the Great Mosul 
that he had an exact duplicate of it made in other jewel-!. 

This left two Peacock Thrones to be demolished between 
his death and the end of the last century, a yifnsfrophe 
which in the anarciiy an<I violence of those times would 
have been in itself no unlikely occurrc/ice ; but it left the 
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The white marble clai's, on which it. i.s said to have 
rested, was removed from t.lie central room during the 
visit of the Prince of Wales in 1870 and ])laced in tlie 
east aisle of tlic hall where it now stands. {Guide to 
Delhi, Keene, p, 131.) 

The entrance to the ];TAi\II\IAM, or baths, faces the 
north wall of the Dlwan-i-Khass, tlic two rooms on 
either side being said by tradition to have been used 
as baths for the royal children. The baths consist of 

Tftkht.-i-Tao«s \incxplainctl, ns uiulor no circmnstnnccs 
could tlic Inllcr be dc.'icribcd ns dujilicatc of Tavernier’s 
original. Now, however, I cninc across a passage in 
Eraser’s ‘ Khorasan ’ in which he mentions that an old 
Kurd told liini in 1822, that ‘ when Nadir Shah was mur- 
dered and his camp plundered, tlio Peacock Tlironc and 
the Tent of Pearls fell into our hands, and were torn in 
jiicccs and divided on the spot.’ Any Kurd might cer- 
tainly have been tru.sted to handle sucli an object ns tlio 
I’cacock Throne in the unceremonious manner hero dc.s- 
cribed, and, assuming the veracity of this particular 
Kurd, I Avitnessed Avith .some delight the disappearance 
of the real Peacock 'riironc, or one. of the two, from the 
scene. 

A phrase in Itloricr’s account had noAV set me thinking that 
the Taklit-i-Taous at Tehran must be a modern structure 
after all. In the same passage Avhich T have quoted in 
a footnote, he adds : ‘ It (t.c-., the throne) is said to haA'O 
cost 100,000 toimiis ’ (equivalent at the beginning of the 
century to about lOOjOOOf)* ; herein clearly implying 
that an account or a tradition of its cost prcAmiled at 
Tehran, AA'hich Avas far more likely to bo the case Avith a 
ncAV than Avitli an old fabric, and A\duch AAms extremely 
unlikely to have been the case Avith an object carried 
off in plunder from a remote country sev'cnty years before. 
At this stage, accordingly, I referred my doubts for solu- 
tion to Tehran itself, and after an interA'al of some AA'cclts 
Avas interested and (I may confess) rejoiced to hear, on 
the authority of the Grand Yir.ier and the former Minister 
for Eoreign Affairs,^ that, as I suspected, the Takht-i-Taous 

* I understand, liou’evcr, that it is noAV A'.alued at nearly £200,000. 
t When I Avas in Tehran 1 had in vain asked tlie same questions of tlie cus- 
todian of the treasury, and of CA'cry I’ersiau officiai Avlioin I met hut Avithout 
eliciting any satisfactory response. 
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tliree main apartments divided by corridors, tbe pave- 
ments, reservoirs, vapour slabs and walls, waist bigb, 
being of marble inlaid with vari-coloured stones. The 
apartment facing the river was known as the Jamaican, 
tbe apartment wberein garments were removed, and 
contains two fountain basins, one for the use of the 
“rose-water spray” being of special interest. The 
marble lattice work of the -^vindow still exists, as do 
some of the old panes of coloured glass, too vivid in 
tone to be artistic. In the next apartment there is 
a central basin only. This could be used for hot or 
cold baths as desired. A marble couch of pleasing 
design still remains to show the character of the fittings 


is not an Indian throne at ail. It was constructed by 
Mohammed Husein Khan, Sadr or (High Priest) of Isfalian, 
for Fath Ali Shah when the latter married an Isfahan 
young lady, whose popular sobriquet, for some une.^- 
plained reason, was Taous Khanum, or the Peacock lady. 
The King is further said to have been so much delighted 
with the throue, that it was made a remarlcably promi- 
nent feature in the ceremonies that commonly' ensure 
upon marriage. Here, therefore, at one fell swoop, topples 
down the whole of the brilliant hypothesis, which has 
sustained scores of writers, and provided material for 
pages of glowing rhetoric. From the same authorities I 
learned that the original Peacock Throne of Kndir Shah 
(f.e., the survivor of the two facsimiles) was discovered 
in a broken-dowm and piecemeal condition byAgbalilobam- 
med Shah, who extracted it along w’ith manj' others of the 
conqueror’s jewels by brutal torture from his blind grand- 
son Shah Enkh at Meshed, and then had the recovered 
portions of it made up into the throne of modern shape 
and style, which now stands at the end of the new Mu- 
seum in the palace at Tehran, and to which I have alluded 
in my description of that apartment. In this chair, 

^ therefore, arc to be found the solo surviving renin'iiils 
of the Great Mogul’s Peacock Throne, and (he wedding 
present of Fath Ali Shah must descend from the position 
which it has usurped in the narrative of every ivritcr^ui 
this century’, without exception, -ttho has alluded to it.’ 
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sucli cliambers containcil. The westcriimosfc compart- 
ment, used for the hot baths only, possesses a vapour 
slab of singular beauty, the healing arrangements being 
in the west wall. Light was adTiiitted to these two 
apartment-s by windows of .stained glass as in the 
case of the east compartment. According to Shah 
Nawai; Khan, the warm bath was inlaiil with precious 
stones, and the square cold water reservoir adjoining 
had a jet of gold at each of its four corners. {Guide 
to Delhi, Keene, p. 130.) The baths were a favourite 
resort of the ]\Iu^al Emperors and in them business 
of a most important character was often transacted. 
Sir Thomas Roe visited Jahangir in the Hammani in 
the palace at Agra. In the cold season they were also 
used, being warmed by means of stoves. Sayyid 

Alimad states that the JIammam or baths in the Palace 

• • 

at Delhi were never used after the reigns of Shahjahan 
and Auraugzeb. He adds that 125 maunds of firewood 
were required to heat them. 

The body of the MOTl JIASJID or Pearl Mosque 
measures some 4.0' 0" X 30' 0" and from floor to roof, 
25' 0". Engrailed arches standing on a plinth 3i feet 
high, support the roof of the building. The marble 
domes have replaced the original ones, covered with 
gilded copper. This material shared the same fate 
after the Mutiny (during which the mosque was damaged 
by a gun-shot) as that which covered the dome of the 
Muthamman Burj, and the Chhulns of the Diwan-i- 
Klia ss. The present marble domes, which v/ere added 
after the Mutmy, are unfortunately out of proportion 
to the building. The original copper domes appear 
to have been considerably smaller. Carr Stephen gives 
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1070 A. H. (1659 A. D.) as tlie date of this building, 
■vrlvilc the contempon\Tv historian of Anrangzeb gives 
lOTo A. H. as the date of the completion of the main 
structiu-e, the decoration being finished a year later, 
ghahjahan seems to have bnilt no place of worship in 
the Fort and was wont to repair to the Jami* ]\Iasjin. 
The devont Anrangzeb. however. always.” as the 

historian says, “ inclined to attend devotions, 

wished that, near the private bed-ohainber, a sinnil 
mosque should be built, and a graceful place ot worship 
erected, so that at various times of the day and night, 
after a short walk from the blessed bed-chamber to the 
sacred place of worship, he might p.rrtjike of the scr\ ice 
of holy God and the worship of the Lord of Lords at 
his case, and withoxit the trouble of a retinue or lorig 
journey. Therefore to the north of the blessed Gtiusl- 
Ivliana. between the buildings of tins beautiful and 
glorious palace, and its paradise-like garoeu (knovui b.^ 
Gic name of Hapit BaMi, a piece, of land %ras selected 
for this noble edifice, and with the Phine 
ati ansp)icious mosque of white marble was bniu- 
The fotmdations wore laid by the Emperor's orders on 
the ord day of Eabru-rh-^aith he ^' vv.s shoot- 

ing and Inuiting on the bank of tne 
The date of the completion of tliis holv building— tr.e 
abode of dtsoovored by Acfd 5^'* *^7 ^ 

ablest serx-ant of the Court, in ttie following vo 
the Quran (FuA's of /fe Aomn. p 

London, 16 - 57 ) : — 

“ Yerilv the places of worslnn are s:t apart 
God : wherefore invoke not aro o 


ot 

:n!to 


itlior tncrct"< 


together with God.’ 
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The abovementioned chi’onogram was, the historian 
adds, approved by the Emperor, and “ according to 
the supreme order it was carved in a stone slab in 
that holy place.” The inscription is unfortunately 
no longer traceable. 

There is a Mobi Masjid (Pearl Mosque) in the Fort 
at Agra and another in the Fort at Lahore. 

The BLlRA MAHAL, the small marble pavilion 
immediately to the north of the baths, measures 22' 5" 
north and south by 19' 5" east and west, and has three 
open arches on each face. It was built by Bahadur 
Shah II. The work shows the contrast in the quality 
of late Mu^al architecture, as compared with that of 
the period of Shahjahan. 

The marble pavilion which lies on the south front 
of the SHAH BURJ is of singular beauty, although 
already showing signs of the decadence in architecture 
which culminated in the reign of Am’angzeb. It 
measures some 63' 3" east and west by 32' 0" north 
and south. The centre of the north wall is occupied 
by a marble water cascade of pleasing design, which 
slopes into a ‘ scolloped ’ marble basin. For many 
years after the Mutiny the building served as an officer’s 
residence, but in 1902 its conservation was taken up, 
the marble cascade being reconstructed and modern 
additions removed. The earthquake of 1901 so damaged 
the structure that it was necessary to take it almost 
entirely down and rebuild it. The burj behind the 
marble pavilion is an octagonal structure two storej^s 
in height and formerly crowned bj^ a domed cupola 
of similar design to that on the Asad Burj, which stands 
at the south-east corner of the Fort. In Lieutenant 
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Franklins account of Delhi {Asiatic Researches) he 
says that m the “Shah Baug, or royal gardens, is 
a very large octagon room which loolcs towards the 
river Jumna. This room is caUed the Shah Boorj, 
or royal tower; it is lined with marble; and from 
the window of it the late Heir-apparent, Mirza Juwan 
Bukht (Jawan Bakht) made his escape in the year 
1784, when he fled to Lucknow ; and as the height is 
inconsiderable, effected it with ease.” “ A great part 
of this noble palace,” adds the writer, “ has suffered 
much by the destructive ravages of the late invaders. 
The Kohillas in particular, who were introduced by 
Gholaum Kauder (Ghulam Qadir) have stripped many 
of the rooms of their marble ornaments, and pavements, 
and have even picked out the stones from the borders 
of many of the floorings.” {Asiatic Researches, Vol. 'IV, 
London, 1799.) They also passed three days digging 
up the floors for treasure which they supposed had 
been hidden by the Emperor Shah ‘Alam in the Balace. 
The grass terrace between this pavilion and the Ham- 
mam was laid out as it now exists in 1911, and the 
Gun Battery, formerly in its centre, has jiow bcezi 
removed (1914). The Nahr-i-Bihisht, the famous canal 
which supplied the many fountains and water clianncls 
of the Palace, also served this building and thence 
proceeded along the entire length of the east wall. 

Keene {Fall of the Moghal Em'pire, p. 140) seems to 
infer that it was from the Sallmgarh that Jawan Bakht^ 


1 Jawan Bakht was anxious to inform tJic British Governor, 
newly arrived at Lucicnow, of the disorderly state of affairs at. Dcllii, 
consequent on the appointment of Afrasyiib JChan, who had been 
created Arnlnt-l-Umara, or premier noble of tlic realm, by Hi ah 
‘Alam, mainly through the instigation of tho sister of the deceased 
premier, Mirzii Najaf Kh an. 
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escaped, after secretly departing from ids chamber 
in the Palace and passing from the roof of one building 
to the roof of another until he reached the aqueduct 
(Nabr-i-Paiz, a canal of old foundation restored to use 
by Shahjahan on his building the Fort) which crossed 
the garden Hayat Ba^sh. “ The night was stormy, 
and the prince suffering from fever, but he found a 
breach where the canal issued, by which he got to 
the rampart of the Salimgarh. Here he descended 
by means of a rope and joined his friends on the river 
sands.” 

Bishop Heber, visiting Delhi in 1824-25, remarhs on 
“ a beautiful octagonal pavilion at the end of the ter- 
race, also of marble, lined with the same mosaic flowers 
as in the room which I first saw, with a marble foun- 
tain in its centre, and a beautiful bath in a recess at 
one of its sides. The windows of this pavilion, which 
is raised to the height of the city wall, command a 
good view of Delhi and its neighbourhood.^ But all 
was, when we saw it, dirty, lonely, and wretched ; 
the bath and fountain dry ; the inlaid pavement hidden 
with lumber and gardener’s sweepings, and the walls 
stained with the dung of birds and bats.” {Heberts 
Journal, A^ol. II, London, 1828.) 

The ASAD BUEJ, situated on the south-east corner 
of the Fort, is of similar design to the ^ah Burj but 
without a fronting marble pavilion, and was much da- 
maged in 1803, when the city was defended by Colonel 
Ochterlony against Hamath ^ela. It was considerably 
repaired by iibar II, 

^ The Ghjiatrl on the roof was apparently taken to Meerut some 
28 years ago and re-erected over a well there. 
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Only oue-lialf of the original area of this garden 
exists at present, its W'esteni portion being occupied 
by the militar} barraeJes. The garden iras boinided 
on the north and south by a range of buildings with 
the Sawan and Bhadon ’ pavdUons as the central 
features, while terminating the ends of the main cause- 
ways, running east and west from the cejitral tank, 
were other marble pavilions, that on the east terrace 
being known as the MotT Mahal.i West again of the 
Hayat Ba khsh gardens lay the Mahtab Ba^ (garden 
of moonlight), and this extended up to the line of the 
arcaded street running northAvards from the square 
in front of the Naubat Ehana (see page 8). The site 
of this last-named garden is now the barrack square 
and, although all its pavilions hare gone, it is more 
than probable that a clearance of the surface earth 
will reveal traces of the old parterres and water cause- 
ways. The Indian historian’s account of the Ilayat 
Ba khsh garden will be of interest. 

“ This Iram-Ulce^ Hayat Ba khsh garden, which, by 
the display of its beautiful flower-beds, of the various 
green plants, and blessed flowers, and b}' the running 
water channels facing the garden, in the name of Holy 
God, is a garden. The Avave of its fresh grass has 
surpassed the roses, and the fruitful trees of diverse 
kinds are interlaced AAuth each other in such a way 


^ This pavilion has disappeared, only a few traces of its fouiidi- 
tions conring to light on the removal of the Gnn Baifcry Mliitli 
stood till recently at this spot. It is shown in old drawings o, the 

east wall of the Fort. . 

- Irani is the name of a fabulous gartlcn, famous m ciytern poctrv. 
It is said to have been planned by Shaddld, son of ‘Ad, in emula- 
tion of the gardens of Paradise. 
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that the shy is not anywhere visible beneath them. 
Especially does the tank in its centre, which is 60 gaz 
by 60 gaz, shine as a sun-like mirror with its waving 
light, and it is decorated with forty -nine silver jets, 
besides 112 more jets which play round it. In all its 
four avenues, each of wliich is made of red sandstone, 
and completed with a breadth of 20 gaz, there is a 
channel 6 gaz broad, which flows with 30 playing foun- 
tains in its centre. At the left and right (sides) of 
this garden two charming buildings {Saivan^ and 
Bliado'nPj decorated ^vith pictures and paintings like 
the enamelled throne of the Queen of Skaiha, or like 
Solomon’s throne studded with emeralds, have been 
built. Through the two water-ways of the tanks 
which are made in the centre of these buildings, the 
water is constantl)^ bursting forth gracefully, and from 
the edge of their platforms, which have the height 
of gaz (from the ground), it falls into the tank below 
in the form of a cascade. In the niches, flower-vases 
of gold and silver, full of golden flowers, are placed 
during the daytime, and at night, white wax candles 
which appear like the stars in the thin clouds, are 
lighted and placed inside the veil of water. 

Bishop Heber says “ the gardens are not large, but, 
in their way, must have been extremely beautiful. 
They are full of verv old orange and other fruit trees. 


^ Saioan, a Hindi month corresponding to and August, the 

first month of the rainy season. 

- Bhadon, a Hindi month corresponding to August and Septem- 
her, the second month of the rainv season. 

^ ‘Amal-i-Sdlih, Rols. 580-82. "Sayyid Ahmad gives the same 
description, and it is very liltelv that the above rvork is his real 
source. (Amru-i-Sanddid, Chapter II, pp. 45-48, Carvnpore, 
1904.) - - 
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with terraces and parterres, on wiiicli many rose bushes 
were growing, and even now (January), a few jonquils 
in flower.” 

The Zafar Mahal — the red sandstone pavilion in the 
centre of the main tank—was built by Bahadur Shah 
II, the last Mu^al Emperor, Zafar being his poetical 
name. 

Sayyid Akmad in his account of this building says 
that, “ on one side a bridge for ingress and egress has 
been built.”^ This has disappeared, and the pavilion 
has now little to commend it to notice. 

The same historian also writes : “ In the middle of 
this garden (the Hayat BalAsh) a large canal flows 
very pleasantly. His Exalted Majesty Siraju-d-Diu 
Muhammad Bahadur Shah has now made a jharua^ 
of red stone near the canal towards the west, like 
that of the Qutb Sahib,® and the garden has been mucli 
improved by this. In this garden there is a holy 
footprint (Qadam Sharif).”^ 

To the south® of the Hayat Ba khsh garden stood a 
small mosque — a later addition — commonly known as 
the “ Chobi Masjid ” or Wooden Mosque. It existed 
up to the time of the Mutiny of 1857, as we find it 


1 A tharu-s-Sanadid, Cliaptcr H, p. 20, Lucknow, 1878. 

2 Jharna, a kind of shower bath, or watcr-fnll. 

^ The author is perhaps referring to the chute in the Jharna 
Garden at Mehranli, to which tho Emperor added some buildings. 

4 Op. eft., Lucknow, 1874, Chapter II, p. 21. It should be 
rei7iejnbered that “Qadam ^larlf,” Iitcrall3' a sacred foot, bore 
means the footprint of the Prophet, klost jirobabh' it is tho same 
which was kept in the 13cllu Municipal Museum nnu wns roccful^ 
removed to the Delhi klusenm of Arcli.a-ology, see Noa. C. 28 and -9, 

Cnlalogiie. r , i 

® See the old map of the Fort in the Delhi .‘Ircb.oology 

Ifp, K. 2. 
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mentioned in Sayyid Aimad’s work, but no trace of 
it is now left. It is described in tbe following words : — 

“ This mosque was built b}’- Kuig Ahmad Shah in 
A. H. 1161 (A. D. 1750), and being supported by 
colunms and arches of wood, was Icnown by the name 
“ ChobI Masjid.” 

“ It was entirely ruined, but was re-built in A. II. 
1267 (A. D. 1850) at Government expense. 

On the entrance of the mosque was the following 
inscription- : — 

“ This mosque was built by the King, Protector 
of the faith 

Who received help from Divine power. 

Whoever performs the prostrations of 8u])])lioation 
there 

Is sure to be guided by the light of worsliijL 

The foot of wisdom slipped in astonishment 

When he began to deliberate upon tlie dntt'. 

The angel, though very pride, was tlinii iiiiijtired I 

‘The mosque of Ahmad has attained l-lie rank (d 
the Zodiac sign. 

Year J 164.’ ” 

The history of the CANA!/, by wliieli fcOfalijalian 

brought water to the Fort from a point (blrty /o.s’ •' 


^ 0^3. cif., Cawnpore, ] 904, Cliaptcr U f, p. 02. 

‘‘This inscription is taken from J\I ij'lfih ihl-'l'<i ii tlrijdit *• 
p. 332, -where it is compared with (hat nsun'di'd in At/iurn-g-fyunu’lul', 
Lneknow, 1874, Chapter II, p. 2J. 

“ A ^os is ronghly equal 1o 2]^ inilop, 
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Liglier up tlie river^ is of no little interest, and is thus 
traced by the authors of Maa^iru-l-Umard and ‘Atnal- 
i-Sdlih. To the canal he gave the name hfahr-i-Bihisht.“ 
It is said that it was originally the work of Firoz Shah 
Edialjl in A. H. 691 (1291 A. D.) and that he brought 
the canal from the J umna near Khizrabad to Safaidun,^ 
his hunting ground, a distance of 30 Jcps from its start- 
ing point. After his death it became dry but was 
cleared by Shihabu-d-Din Ahmad ]^an. Governor of 
Delhi in the time of Akbar. He rechristened the canal 
Nahr-i-Shihab after himself, and used it for bringing 
water to his estate in A. H. 969 (1561 A. D.). It again 
became neglected, but in A. H. 1048 (1638 A. D.) 
Shahiahan ordered it to be cleared as far as Safaidun 
and brought thence to the Fort at Delhi.^ Sajj^id 
Ahmad in his description states that “ it had become 
dry again, but that in A. H. 1236 (1820 A. D.), it was 
repaired and cleared by order of Government and 
from that time it continues to run for the common 

benefit.’’® 


1 Maalhmi-l-Umara, Vol. Ill, p. 4CG. See also 
Ca'wnpore eel., Chap. II, p- '’I- 

ife m.l> .tat 03 .nib. ..nrlU-wotl by 
north of Delhi, in Jind State. a 

Go^ernment^Pr^^^l^P^^^J^^^^ Firoz Shah utilised the Chnutang 
Kaithal, near Karnal. 
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SALlMGA^RH was built by Salim Shab, son and 
successor of _^er Sbab, as a defence against tbe approach 
of Humayim (1546 A. D.), the whole circuit of the 
walls being about three quarters of a mile. Originally 
protected by nineteen bastions and said to have cost 
4 lacs, it was still unfinished at Salim Shah’s death in 
1552, and was, thereafter, consigned to neglect. Carr 
Stephen [Arclicnology of Delhi, p. 195) states that 
“ eighty years later {i.e., after the death of Salim 
Shah) Farid Elian, otherwise known as Murtaza Ehan, 
an Amir who flourished in the reigns of Akbar and 

A. D. 1568 . — ^The Emperor Akbar re-excavated the work of Firoz 
and brought a supply from the Jumna and the Somb into the Chau- 
tang on to Hansi and Hissar. A valuable sanad by Akbar on this 
work exists. 

About A. D. 1626 . — ^Ali Mardan, the famous engineer of the 
Emperor Shahjahan, drew a canal to Delhi, first by way of Gohana, 
along a natural depression now occupied by a main drain, and 
when this failed, by way of Panipat and Sonipat. The cost of 
this work is reported to have been very great, and considerable 
engineering skill was shown. 

A. D. 1707 . — Water ceased to reach Hariana (Hansi-Hissar). 

1140 . — ^Flow ceased at Safaidon on Firoz Shah’s line. 

t — Delhi branch ceased to flow, owing to political dis- 

urbances and the difficulties experienced in efficient maintenance, 
especially at the head. 

1810. ^First surveys made by British Government for a restora- 
tion of the Delhi branch. 

Captain Blair appointed to restore the Delhi branch. 

1819. — ^Delhi branch reopened. 

1820. — ^Water once more entered Delhi. 

1828. Restoration of the Hansi Branch (Firoz’s) began. 
iS25.— Hansi branch reopened, etc., etc. 

schemes little need be said. Firoz Shah’s canal by 
morn Hansi branch, below Datrat, was known, was little 
ano a monsoon supply channel, which was led down a drain- 

o c to the tanlrs at Hansi and Hissar, the royal residences. 

F 
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Jalianglr, seems to liave obtained SalTmgarb, with 
other possessions along the banlrs of the Jumna, in 
grant from Akbar, and he built houses in this fort.” 
In 1828 these buildings were in a complete state of 
ruin, but a two-store 3 ’'ed pavilion and a well-stocked 
garden were still preserved Avith care by AJcbar II, 
who occasionally used to take an airing here undis- 
turbed by the public. It was here in August 1788 

Akbar’s canal was undoubtedly a perennial cbannel. The two 
ancient bridges at Kamal and Safaidon testify to this, and tliero 
is no reason to doubt the genuineness of the sanad, by Akbar, wliicli 
is dated Shawwal A. H. 978, Firozpur, where Akbar was at the 
time. This sanad clearly states that the water was to be obtain- 
able “ All the year round.” The existence of a complete svstem 
of water-courses points to the same fact. No such water-courses 
existed in the channel brought down by Firoz. 

‘ All Mardau’s canal was indeed a great engineering undertaking. 
The river supply coming down the right bank of the Jumna was 
bunded up annually at Fateligarh near Dadupur, about 14 miles 
below Tajawala. The line followed was the drainage at the foot 
of the high land (hangar) of the right bank. Several cuts through 
the high land had to be made. Drainage and escapes were fairly 
provided for. The “ Poolchaddar aqueduct near Dcllii taking the 
canal over the Najafgarh jhil drain, and acting at the same time 
as a waste weir, was a great engineering feat at the time. The 
total length of the aqueduct is 80 feet. Thickness of canal floor 
3^ feet, waterway 16 feet at bed, and 19 feet at top of parapets, 
which were 5 feet 9 inches higli — all carried on massive S feet tliick 
piers with cut-waters and arches 8 feet span over the drainage. 
This work was repaired by the British Government with slight 
modifications when, the branch was opened to Delhi in 1820. 9’hc 
water rate appears to havo been regulated by the time flint the 
outlets remained open. It is stated that 1,000 armed peons and 
500 horses were maintained on the establishment. The not rovcniio 
from the canals was reckoned equal to the maintenance of 12,000 
horses.” Further information on the history of the Canal of ‘Ali 
Mardan IQian will be found in the Memoranda on the IFcstcni Jumna 
Canal, North Western Provinces, by Major W. E. Baker, Superin- 
tendent of Canals, North AVestern Provinces; London, 1819. In 
it are also given drawings of several of the old Jlujiinl nque<lucts. 
The Poolchaddar aqueduct is no longer used. It lies close to the 
modem Najafgarh jhil aqueduct, just outside Delhi, and is now 
maintained as an historical building. 
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Anotlier iuscription, said to Lave beea on tie east 
side of tlie bridge, is recorded by Savyid AJimad, the 
translation being as follows : — 

“ God is Great/*’ 

It was bnilt by tbe order of King Kuru-d-Din 
Jabangir, tbe Great. Tbe year and auspi- 
cious date (of its erection is foimd in tbe 
following cbronogram) : A?i jSi'raf.u-I-3l7isfa- 
qim. ' That (is tbe) right patb.’ A. H. 
1031.” 


The Fort during the Mutiny. 

Tbe following account has been principally abstracted 
from Fansbawe’s Delhi Past and Present, The Sieqc of 
Delhi in lSo7 by Lieutenant-General Handcoclc, Seven 
Cities of Delhi by Gordon Hearn, Indian Mviiwj Papers, 
Trial of Bahadur Shah, and T;eo Native narratives of 
the Mutiny in Delhi, translated by C. T. '^letcalfe, 
C.S.I. Only such events as are coiniccred ■with the 
Palace have been mentioned. 

It would appear from the various accounts t})at 
Balmdur ^ab II held daily darhars in the Port during 
tbe occupation of Dellii by the mutineers, these cere- 
monies bemg attended by tbe principal residents of 
Dellii and officers of the mutinied troops. Questions 
regarding the payment of the troops, levying of taxes 
oiT tbe inhabitants for this object, and rc])orts on tin’ 
state of tbe fighting were discussed, wliile letters wen* 
written to induce others to join in tlie revolt. Sus- 
pected spies or traitors were also dealt vith and nazars 
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{lit. Presents) presented. The Emperor seems to have 
been, from the first, treated vitli but scant ceremony, 
his orders bemg generally disregarded, vhilc when 
the question of the occupation of tlie city by the English 
became only a matter of days the Palace became com- 
pletely disorganised.^ 

On the 11th ]\Iay 1857 the sepoys from the mutinied 
regiments at I\Iccrut ariived at Delhi and clamoured 
for admittance to the Palace, declaring that they had 
killed the English at IMeerut and had come to fight for 
the true faith. Captain Douglas, commandant of the 
palace guard, wished to go down and speak to them, 
but being dissuaded by the Emperor, Bahadur Shah II, 
he contented himself wilfi addressing them from the 
balcony of the Muthamman Burj. He was, however, 
defied, and the sepoys of the palace guard, furnished 
by the 38th Native Infantry, admitted the mutineers. 
Captain Douglas then proceeded with the civil authori- 
ties to the Calcutta gate of the city in order to inter- 
view the rebels, but the party was attacked by the 
sepoys who had efiected an entrance by the water gate, 
and obhged to retreat to the Lahore gate of the Palace. 
The Native Infantry on guard refused to fire on the 

^ The mutineers, cavalry and infantry, occupied ^'te H^at 
Bakhsh garden and the Mahtab Bagh, injuring them considerably. 
Magazine stores ivere kept by them in the Diwan-i-Khagg, wane 
they spread their bedding in the same building. Repeated orders 
were given by the King to the rebel troops not to occupy the roya 
farra shkh ana. and the regiment of cavalry were also told frequen y 
to evacute the gardens. “ These,” said the King, “ iTCre places 
which not even Nadir ^ah or Ahmad ^lah or any ,, 

Governor- Generals of India ever entered on hors^ack. ine 
troops also galloped up to the Hall of Audience and the Ja toa 
Miana {Jilaukhana, see p. 21), wearing caps instead of turbans. 
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mutineers, and Sir. Simon Fraser, Commissioner at 
Delhi, remonstrated with them for their behaviour; 
he then turned to mount the steps leading to Captain 
Douglas’s rooms. As he placed his foot on the first 
step, two men, named “Karlik Beg” and “Mu^al 
Beg,” rushed forward and cut him down,. In another 
account Haji, a lapidary, is cited as the murderer of 
IMr. Fraser. Captain Douglas, already wounded in the 
anMe, had been carried upstairs in a fainting condi- 
tion, but, on recovering, gave orders for all doors and 
windows to be closed. The others in the room were 
Mr. Jennings, the Chaplain, and a friend, two married 
ladies, and two girls, Miss Jennings and Miss Clifford, 
who had been conveyed to the Begam’s Palace for 
protection. The doors were then broken in and all 
the occupants immediately cut to pieces. The same 
day two subeddrs were admitted to a private audience 
with the Emperor as the representatives of the crowds 
of rebel soldiery, and protested that they would “ bring 
the revenue of the whole Empire to the Xing’s trea- 
sury.” The news of the death of some more officers 
then reached the Palace, followed by the arrival of a 
regiment of cavalry who took up their position 
in the court of the Diwan-i-Khass. Many of the men 
forcibly intruded themselves into the presence of the 
Emperor, and the interior of the Fort became a 
scene of the wildest confusion. Orders were issued 
by Hakim Ahsanullah Khan to the Princes to assume 
command of the several regiments. Throughout the 
whole of the 12th May the Palace was thronged with 
soldiers demanding pay. Formerly a silver throne 
had been kept in the Hall of Special Audience on 
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wliicli tlie King used to take kis seat on special occasions 
of State ; but since the year 1842 the presentation of 
the usual ofiering by the Agent to the Governor General 
on occasion of salutes and interviews had been dis- 
allowed. This throne was then removed and placed 
in a recess in the passage behind the King’s sitting 
room, and since that time was in disuse till the 12th 
May 1857, when it was brought out again, and the 
King took his seat on it, as on a throne. The Emperor 
also left the Fort and proceeded through the city on 
an elephant to allay the fears of the inhabitants. On 
bis return, he found the court of the Dlwan-I-Khass 
again full of soldiers, and pointed out to some of the 
suheddrs that, hitherto, the enclosure had been sacred 
to Royalty alone, and never entered forcibly by armed 
men. In the evening of the same day he again had 
cause to complain of disrespect, being addressed by 
some “ Are Bdd^dh ! Are Buddhe ! ” (” I say, King ; 
I say, you old man ”) ; while others caught him by 
the hand or touched his beard. Thirty persons had 
taken refuge in the underground apartments of the 
Raja of Kishangarh, and on the 13th May a few of 
these escaped, but were recaptured and taken to the 
Palace. It is said that the King ordered that all the 
captives should be sent thither, but his orders were 
disregarded. On May 14th the Emperor was so dis- 
tracted by the turmoil going on around him that he 
refused audience to all. He ordered a search to be 
made for the bodies of Mr. Fraser and Captain Douglas, 
that they might be interred in the Christian burial 
ground, while the other bodies were to be thrown into 
the river. 
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On May IGtli, a large number of mutineers assembled 
before^ tbe Palace and tbreatened tbe Emperor, accus- 
ing Mm of concealing some forty Europeans. They 
threatened to abduct Zmat Mahal, the Queen, and 
hold her as a hostage for the Emperor’s loyalty. On 
tMs day, at about 9-30 or 10 a.m., aU the Europeans 
in the Palace, forty -nine in number, principally u'omen 
and cMldren,! "were murdered in cold blood near a 
tank in the centre of the square before the Naubat 
3^ana. The Palace on May 21st was crowded u-ith 
a howling mob of men demanding pay. 

Bahadur Shah II left the Palace on the 25th and 
proceeded to the Jami‘ Masjid for prayer. The next 
day a discovery was made that some one had filled 
the guns in the Salimgarh with JcmJcar and stone. 
Hakim AhsanuUah Klian was suspected and narrowly 
escaped with his life. 

An mmamed European, dressed as a Hindu foitime 
teller, and “ carrying an almanack,” was brought into 
the Palace on the 29th and murdered. 

On May 30th news was received that the mutineers 
kad been defeated by the English at the Hindan, and 
numbers of wounded men appeared in the city. Tlic 
Emperor held a court at night and was much per- 
plexed at the turn afliairs had taken. 

Hews of the murder of the English at Bareilly reached 
the Palace on the 31st, and on the same day the King 
issued orders that he would no longer receive an} 
petitions in person, but that they must be sent ^ to 
Mahbub ‘All ^an and Hakim AJrsamillah JChfin. 

1 It is said that there were oidy five or six men among them. 
100 or 160 ruffians were employed in the work m mure or. 
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tte despatcli of 24,000 troops. The n&xt day one 
Piyare Lai was taken forcibly before the Emperor 
and charged with supplying sulphur to the English. 
Bahadur ^ah expressed displeasure at the failure of 
the mutineers to drive off the English. 

On June 14th a mahdwat, who had deserted with 
his elephant from the English camp, made his way 
to the Palace, and the elephant was appropriated bv 
the Emperor for his own use. The next day seven 
cannon balls fell into the Palace. The Emperor 
threatened to leave Delhi and retire to the Qutb unless 
the troops left the city. 

On June 17th ‘seven carts with lime’ were des- 
patched for the repairs of Salimgarh, while a cannon 
which had been lying at the door of the Palace since 
the time of Shahjahan, was mounted at the Lahore 
gate. “ It being a long range gun, it was intended to 
annoy the English troops marching from Agra.” 

An audience was held on the 20th and attended by 
the officers of the Nasirabad regiments who had muti- 
nied on the 22nd ; three regiments also arrived from 
Jullundhur. Their officers attended the audience and 
complained that they had been attacked by Patiala 
troops. They boasted that they had killed the Col- 
lector of Nasirabad and had taken his elephant, winch 
they brought with them. The Emperor said that 
they were “ Great Bahadurs, whose Iffie was not to be 
met with 

The next day the gun of the time of ^ahjahan was 
mounted.^ Quli Eh an, who has already been referred 

1 Ttco native narratives of the muiinv . — appears frorn the toxt 
as if this was a different gun from the one previously mcnfioncd. 
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t-o, was brouglit before the Emperor on tlie 24t.b and 
charged with being in collusion with the. English. 
Some of liis shots had apparently gone astray and 
lolled some of the mutineers. A large darhar was 
held on the 25th at wliich Bahadur Shah received 
reports of the state of affairs. He addressed the 
sarddrs of the sepoys and pointed out to them that 
they were destroying the kingdom that had lasted 
500 years, adding that after an engagement with the 
English they always returned “ topsy turvy He 
expressed the wish that they should all leave the city, 
and the following day issued a general order to this 
e2ect. 

On the 28th the leading inhabitants waited on the 
Emperor to pay their respects. A man caught digging 
a mine in the Palace, in connivance with the English, 
was blov-Ti from a gun at Salimgarh. Little of import- 
ance happened during the next two days save the 
arrival of some 500 ‘ fanatics,’ who presented an ele- 
phant they had taken from the English. 

On July 2nd Muhammad Bakht Khan, a Bareilly 
mutineer, was appointed Commander-in-Chief, and he 
seems to have been given full control, not only of the 
army but of the civil administration. 

On the 3rd he attended at the Palace accompanied 
by “ two European sergeants who had accompanied 
his force from Bareilly and made themselves very 
useful They had also, it was stated, prevented the 
Europeans at Bareilly blowing away natives from 
guns. They were ordered to report- on the various 
batteries, Kothing worthy or especial remark occurred 
within the next few days in the Palace. The daily 
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audience was tlironged by those who complained of 
being plundered by the mutineers. On the 6th a man 
at Salimgarh had his head taken off by a cannon ball ; 
an order was issued that youths without turbans and 
all armed men w’-ere to be henceforth excluded from 
the Diwan-i-Khass. A levee was held in the Diwan-i- 
‘Amm on the 8th. The next day several Europeans, 
who were found concealed in the sardi of Lfalibub ‘All 
Khan, were decapitated and their heads laid before 
the Emperor, who gave a reward of 100 rupees to the 
miu’derers. 


On the 10th Bahadur Shah \isited the battery at 
Salimgarh. On the 13th he entered the Diwan-i- 
Kliass through the ‘'giaspura” gate and “all the 
nobles of Delhi and officers of the army paid their 
respects,” A regimental band -was in attendance, and 
received two gold mohurs for their services. Five 
hundred ladders were prepared by the orders of 
Muhammad Eakht El an, so that the sepoys could 
escape over the wall in the event of the English enter- 
ing the city. On the 18th the Emperor entered tlic 
Diwa.n-i-‘Amm and received the salutations of the 
nobles who were present. The next day he visited 
Sahmgarh. He was also informed by the Commander- 
in-Chief that an English sergeant and tw’o English 
soldiers had been executed in the river bed. The King, 
as if under a dmne inspiration, suddenly said, “If 
I be altogether victorious, I shall go to Agra after ^ 
the victory and make a pilgrimage to Ajmer and visit 
the tomb of Salim Ghlshtl (?).” On the 20th he m- 
spected the property of some murdered Europeans and 
ordered it to be made over to the Begnm. He risdtd 
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following verses wMch lie had composed and sent to 
Baklit ITTia n : — 

“ May all the enemies of the Faith be killed 
today ; 

The Firangis be destroyed, root and branch ! 

Celebrate the festival of the ‘Id-i-Qiitban by 
great slaughter : 

Put our enemies to the edge of the sword, slay, 
and spare not ! ” 

The same evening the officers were attempting to 
raise the hopes of the Emperor, and exclaimed, “by 
the help of God, we shall take the Ptidge yet. At that 
moment a round shot from the EngHsh entered Salim- 
garh and killed a sepoy.” 

On the 7th, while the Emperor was in the Salim- 
garh Fort, he received news that the sepoys were 
coming to plunder the Palace. He was standing in 
the porch of the gateway at the time and at that 
moment some sepoys arrived in search of AhsanuUah 
KTian who was suspected of being in league with the 
English. Bahadur Shah commanded Hasan ‘All Khan, 
also suspected of treachery, to be hidden behind the 
throne in the throne room, wliile AhsanuUah Khan was 
to be taken to the “ underground place for worship,”^ 
and it was explained to the sepoys that he was not 
in the Palace. After some time they returned and 
demanded that he should be given up to them. Tliis 
was refused at first, but the Hakim was eventually 
handed over to them and confined in the room kept 
for the custody of the crown jewels.^ 

1 This place has nofe yet been identified. 

* To the north of the DlKSn-i-'Amm court. 
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On A\igusfc SMi, tlie Bcgani sent word io Bnbridiir 


Shah that she, too, was suspected in being in league 
with the English, and she had been warned tbnt tbo 
sepoys intended to plunder the Balncc, IjakTni Alisa n- 
ullah K3ian was released on the 10th and reslored to 
favour. In an audience held on the 13th the Ihnperor 
objected to the Avearing of pistols in his presence. On 
the 15th three hundred sepoys, " des])airing of tlieir 
pay and disheartened at the result of the rebellion, 
brought in their fire-arms and left the city through the 
Calcutta gate for their own homes,’’ 

The Emperor held a council of war in the Salnngarh 
Fort on the ISfh. On the 21st Bakh< Khan brought 
some elephants and horses for his in.sp'‘etion, and he 
went at once to the porch of the gate of the I’alaee 
and selected seventeen horses. Salnngarli was visited 
the next day and tlie battery there ordered to fire a 
few rounds. Bahadur Shrili remarhing that it v,vjs to 
be regretted tliat instead of tlie fire of the Engli'di 
being silenced tbeir batteri*'.-: v.ere g'-uing iK-arer every 
day. The gunners repli'-d. “No f<*ar. your rdaje.stv : 
we are getting tin* bett^’r of thrill." O'l the 23rd the 


same batterA' aavis ord''-red to i-h-vnU- thr-ir gun', :-.o a'-; 
to reach the Englisli camp. The h'-ad- of fiv'^* Ihogli':},*- 
men, killed at Indore. Ayere b.^ought 
Cenerai Bakht Khan •wa'-- aceus^-d by I 
negotiating Avith the Kngli-b and 
that he Avas not to be admit 
loot soldiers attended the d 
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Notlimg was, however, found, save some small field 
pieces. The following day he went on the river and 
watched the artillery fire directed on the English from 
the Eort. 

More demands were made for pay by deputations of 
officers and Bahadur Shah ofiered them some of the 
crown jewels which they refused, saying that they 
were satisfied of his willingness to give up his life and 
property to sustain them. 

On the 31st of August the coat and shoes of the 
Prophet Muhammad were brought to the Palace from 
the Mosque of Nulub-u-Din (sic). 

The daily darhdr continued throughout the first half 
of September, being generally thronged by sepoys 
demanding their pay, or by the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants of the city who were being freely robbed. On 
September 4th, Sir Thomas Metcalfe’s house at the 
Qutb was plundered and the property brought to the 
Emperor. He was much displeased as he had appointed 
servants for its safe custody. Whether he intended to 
take it for himself or protect it out of a friendly feeling 
for the owner is a matter of speculation. The local 
jewellers were brought in a body to the Palace on llic 
7th and were informed that 8 lacs of rupees must i)c 
immediately forthcoming for the ti’oops, while on ihe 
following day the police proceeded to collect ihree 
months’ rent from all the inhabitants of tlic cii}'. 
Much of the money intended for the troops appears 
about this time, to have been appropriated by the 
Princes. Reference is again made to Bahadur SIi**^* 
repairing, during these days, to the “underground 
mosque.” Several proclamations were i.'^sued that he 
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would lead an attack in person against tlic English 
and that all citizens, irrespective of caste, were to take 
the field. It was rumoured on the lltli that the 
English would assault the cit.y, and the Emperor re- 
mained in his private apartments. The assault, as is 
well Icnown, actually took place and was successful. 
The lutlu 16th, 17th and 18th were spent, in clearing 
the mutineers out of the ground between the town 
walls and Palace, and in shelling the latter and Salim- 
garh, which was still occupied by the enemy. 

On the 19th Bakht Khan represented to the Emperor 
that his only safet}* lay in flight, and begged him to 
accompany him aiid renew war in the open country. 
Bahadur Shah, however, allowed the army to depart 
vdthout him and took refuge in the tomb of HTunayun. 
On the same day the Lahore gate of t.hc Palace, which 
appeared to bo deserted save for an occasional gun 
shot fired at the troops at the end of the Chandi Chauk. 
was blown in. The 4th Punjab Infantry broke the 
chain of the inner gate by firing muskets close to it, 
and charged down the vaulted passage (the CliJialta 
Ghnuh) into the Palaec. A single sentry remained in 
the passage and fired at Lieutenant JIcQueen, but the 
bullet went through that ofliccr’s helmet only. Shortly 
after the Palace had been entered from this side Lieute- 
nant Aikman, V. C,, also of the 4th Infantry, entered 
it from SalTingarh, again meetiiig a solitary sentr}’- 
only. It was found to be deserted save for some 
fanatics and wounded sepoys who wei'e quickly dis- 
posed of. Headquarters were established in the Palace, 
which was held by the 60th Bifles and the Kumaun 
ba.ttalion. Major Wilson’s personal guard was drawn 
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from the Sirmur Gurkhas, as a compliment to that 
gallant regiment. On the 21st Lieutenant Hodson 
captured the Emperor a few miles south of -the city, 
and on the following day two of his sons were taken 
at the tomb of Humayim and summarily shot. On 
the 21st a royal salute was fired in honour of the cap- 
ture of the city, and on Sunday, the 27th, a thanks- 
giving service was held in the Dlwan-i-Kliass. The 
following January the Emperor of Dellii was brought 
to trial in the same building, and, after an investigation 
lasting forty days, he was convicted of having made 
war against the British, with abetting rebellion, with 
proclaiming himself the reigning sovereign of India, 
and with causing, or being accessory to, the death of 
many Europeans. He was sentenced to be trans- 
ported for life, and was sent to Eangoon where he died 
on November 7th, 1862. 

“ General ” Baldit ^an was much sought for after 
the mutiny but was never found or heard of. He docs 
not appear to have been lulled. He was an artillery 
suhedar of a famous field battery and had served with 
it at Jalalabad under Sale in the first Af^iin war. 
The battery had a mural crown as an honorary decora- 
tion on their guns. 

Afchaeological work carried out in Delhi Fort. 

Pre\dous to the year 1903 the historical buildings, 
of the Fort at Delhi and their immediate surroundings 
were in the most neglected and unsatisfactory condi- 
tion. Many of them were sadly in need of repair, 
others were used as barrack rooms or stores, u'liilo llie 
area in which they stood was cut up by modern roads, 
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and disfigured 1)}’ unsiglith' inililary buildings. Old 
levels wre obliteraled, and Ibc disheartened visitor to 
tlic {ormor Palace o{ t.he “ Great i\Ioghul ” wandered 
aimlessly about from building to building. Seen under 
these conditions, the place lost, much of its interc.st 
and it was impossible for the average visitor to rovi- 
sualise its former condition. The as.sociations of the 
Fort, its place in history and architecture demanded 
that something .sliould be done, and the gardens ns 
they now .stand together with the con.servation of the 
buildings in the area, are the outcome of the improve- 
ments suggested by the Director General of Arclucology 
in 1002. These suggestions embodied the acquisition 
from the military authorities of as much of the old 
area formerly occupied by the Palace ns was possible, 
so that it might be enclosed and Iccpt in a .state of 
orderbne.ss, and the buildings it contained secured 
from further molestation or dainagc. This done, the 
ground was to be reduced as far as was possible to its 
old levels, tlie modern buildings and roads removed, 
and the area was to be laid out in lawns and shrubberies 
so that the buildings might be seen under more happy 
conditions. 

The lavTis and shrubberies were to represent respec- 
tively the position of former courtyards and buildings 
which had been removed, b\it whose position Avas 
traceable by the help of their buried foundations and 
old plans. In the case of the northern portion of the 
area — the Hayat Ba khsh garden, where vestiges of the 
old Avater channels and causcAA'a 3 '-s were abundant, but 
buried under three feet of earth and rubbi.sh — the fact 
that the gardens Asmuld be eventually used for occasions 

G 2 
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sucli as the Eoyal Garden Party held during the recent 
Durbar, necessitated more reconstructive work, so that 
the old channels and fountains could be made to fulfil 
their former functions. It must not be imagined that, 
small though the area may appear to many, all this has 
been accomplished with a sweep of the pen. Till 1908 
work was going on slowly, and its completion would 
have taken many more years had it not been that the 
Coronation Durbar created a demand that the build- 
ings, which had so many years before witnessed the 
similar ceremonies of the “ Great Moghul,” should be 
seen under more ideal conditions. 

The evacuation of the ground by the military authori- 
ties, the preparation of new buildings to take the place 
of those removed outside the area, and the difficulties 
of irrigation owing to the danger of mosquitoes breed- 
ing in water standing in the gardens had all to be 
arranged for, before the scheme could be successfully 
brought to a conclusion. 

In 1904-05 excavations were made on a large scale 
in the Hayat Ea lchsh garden wliich laid bare the ancient 
tanks and water channels. The extent of the large 
tank, of which the Zafar Mahal is the central feature, 
was also determined. In 1905-06 the work was con- 
tinued, and a start was made on the reconstruclion of 
the old channels. Pragments of the ornamental kerb 
and cause-ways were found between the tank and the 
“ Sawan ” pavilion, and from these, together with Ihe 
old plans, which showed the border, it was po.‘;sible fo 
carry out the work with certainty. The large eeidral 
tank, built by ^ahjahan, appears to have been deep- 
ened, probably at the same time as Ihe Zafar l\Iahal 
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was erected in its centre, and this had been done by 
building a parapet, on the toji of the ornaniental border. 
Had this parapet been : !dod by tlie ]^rjtish tlie, course 
would have been obvious, but it bore elaborate sur- 
roundings and was obviously Jlughal work. Accord- 
ingly it was felt that the traces of the parapet’s exist- 
ence should not be destroyed, and the missing portions 
of it have been therefore restored so that, the tank can 
be filled up to the higher level. 

The parapet round the tank was completed in 190G- 
07, wliilc the construction of the four main cainscways 
with their channels, pavements and ornamental beds 
was proceeded with. They were completed in 1907-03, 
and during the e.xcavation traces of subsidiary channels 
were discovered, dividing each quarter of the garden 
into four equal squares. The clearance of the entice 
site was not attempted until 1908-09, there being 
difficulties in finding a idace to dump the spoil earth 
taken from the works. Further excavations revealed 
a pathway on the east side of the garden connecting 
the north and south pathways. Part of this only was 
repaired at first, the remainder being completed w’hen 
the battery and military road to it on the cast terrace 
were removed in 1913. It was a pity that the site 
could not be lowered to its original level in the first 
instance, as the sides of the channels, after they were 
dug out, were foimd to be in a Ica c/icJt a condition and 
needing considerable repairs. In the summer of 1908, 
a conference was held at Simla at which the Director- 
General of Archaeology and representative military 
authorities were present, and among other important 
points, it was decided that the tank and channels 
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the Hayat Ba]^sh garden could be filled between 1st 
December and 31st March,^ servants’ quarters within 
the archeological area demolished, and that the Naubat 
^ana, the ^ah Burj and the JIumtaz Mahal could be 
included in the area. 

In 1909-10 substantial progress was made in the 
work on the gardens, and the iron railings round the 
area were practically complete. The main entrance to 
the garden was fixed through the Naubat Ehana, 
thereby reviving the old Mu^al custom ; for it was 
at this point that all visitors to the court descended 
from their palanquins or elephants and approached 
the Eoyal presence on foot ; while one private entrance 
was provided to the south of the Diwan-i-‘Amm and a 
special military entrance near the Shah Burj, so that 
access could be gained to the battery on the cast ter- 
race. In the Hayat BalAsh garden the work on the 
minor intersecting causeways with their water channels 
had been completed, and the whole of the area of this 
garden had been lowered to its original level and 
dressed ready for grass. At the end of the year the 
work on the water supply which now irrigates the 
whole garden was well in hand. The water is raised 
up from two old wells, one of which is outside the 
area on the barrack square, into reinforced concrete 
tanks behind the “ Bhadon ” pavilion, by means of 
two electrically driven pumps. 

The buildings within the area have, since IDOi, all 
been thoroughly repaired. The work on the mosaics 
in the Dlwan-i-‘Amm has already been refeircd to, 

1 It has tinforUinntcly been found impossible to arrange for thii 
owing to danger of malaria. 
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wLile modern additions have been removed from the 
Naubat Khana, Rang Mahal and Mumtaz Mahal, and 
these buildings restored, as far as compatible with the 
precepts of archseological conservation, to their former 
appearance. The ^ah Burj pavilion which was, in 
1904r, in imminent danger of falhng has been perma- 
nently secured, while the pavilions of the Hayat Bakhsh 
garden have been thoroughly overhauled, and their 
marble tanks and cascades revealed. 

In 1910-11 the Hayat Ba ldish garden was grassed 
and. planted. The positions of the old buildings are 
indicated by masses of flowering shrubs, while a screen 
of^ conifers, backed by grevillea trees, masks the iron 
railings and barracks surrounding the area. With the 
exception of the east terrace the garden was now com- 
plete, and it was easy to see that the whole area, when 
treated on these lines, gave abundant promise of future 
charm. Early in January 1911 Sir John Hewett with 
the Durbar Committee had visited the gardens, and it 
was decided that a Royal garden party should be held 
there at the time bf the Coronation Durbar, and that 
the rest of the area should be laid out immediately, in 
accordance with the scheme of the Archseological 
Department. The most difficult part of the work 
renaaining to be done was the trenching for the shrub- 
beries and lawns. The debris of old buildmgs and 
roads had to be removed and suitable earth provided. 
The large tank between the Rang Mahal and the Diwan- 
i- Amm which had been filled up and crossed by 
a mihtary road and a drain, was excavated. Traces 
were found in its centre of a little square building 
with a central tank, probably designed on the same 
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lines as the Zafar Mahal in the Hayat Ba ldish garden, 
and reached by a little causeway, the bases of the 
piers of which were found in situ. These, with what 
remained of the building, have been carefully pre- 
served. It has not been possible hitherto to provide 
sufficient water for this tanlc so the bottom has been 
grassed. Some of the old coping stones were found 
in position, and an old stone ring was found, built in 
one corner of the tanle, which points to the probability 
of its having been screened on occasion from the sxm 
by a shflmiydna (sunawning). 

The marble basin, originally belonging to the Fort, 
but which had found its way into the Queen’s gardens 
in the city (see page 18) was brought back and has 
been placed in the centre of the little platform in this 
tanlc. Old pictures clearly show this basin placed in 
front of the Rang Mahal, but how far from it is diffi- 
cult to judge ; it has consequently been placed here 
as being as near its old position as could be deter- 
mined with accuracy. 

The paths have been laid down so as to follow ns far 
as possible their old lines. The inner and outer courts 
in front of the Dlwan-i-Khass are represented by Jnwn.s 
and the buildings between them by shrubberies, com- 
posed of Inga hedges, backed by banlcs of Acalcphan 
and Durania-, while behind these again arc taller .«hrubs 
such as Murry, Hamelia, Bougainvillea (the compact 
variety), Hibiscus, Tecoina, etc. It should bo added 
that in trenching for these shrubberies the foundations 
of the old buildings were found as expected in almost 
every case. 
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Grass courts have similarly been formed in front of 
the Diwan-i-‘Amm and Mumtaz Mahal. In the case 
of the first, the old courtyard that formerly existed in 
front of it, and which witnessed the daily darbar of the 
Emperor, was lined at either side by ddluns or colon- 
nades, as at Agra. All traces of these had vanished 
and a military road ran between the Naubat Khana 
and the Diwan-i-‘Amm. The old colonnades are now 
represented by a screen of grevillms and conifers. The 
hne of grevilleas to the north of the central pathway 
occupies almost the same position as the old colon- 
nade, but that to the south is unavoidably nearer to 
the central pathway owing, as has already been said, 
to its being impossible to remove the military road 
which runs outside the new railing. 

Another shrubbery runs due north and south from 
the ends of the Diwan-i-‘Amm and represents the 
buildings seen starring from the ends of the Diwan-i- 
‘Amm in the old pictures and plans. These buildings 
screened ofit the private precincts of the Palace from 
the ^public eye. 

The grass court in front of the Mumtaz Mahal is not 
reduced to its original level as yet, and it will be seen 
that the plinth of this building is still partially hidden. 
The fragments of a marble tank were found in front 
of it through which a water pipe had unfortunately 
been laid. When this portion of the garden is dealt 
with, it may be possible to do something to expose the 
tank in question between the Rang Mahal and the 
Mumtaz Mahal. Trenching revealed an underground 
drain leading to a doorway in the outer wall of the 
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I’ort (see page 7), wliicli had apparently been briclced 
up by Mu^al builders themselves. 

The other portion of the garden that still remained 
to be put in order at the end of 1910 was the cast ter- 
race of the Hayat Ba lchsh garden. This is raised some 
5 feet above the level of the remainder of the garden. 
There were buildings on it formerly and it was found 
that a retaining wall ran along its western face. The 
backing of this was found and has been preserved by 
Mu^al brick facing with recessed pointing. This wall 
ran from the north Avail of the Hammam to the Shah 
Burj, but it was impossible, at first, to continue its 
alignment OAving to the presence of the gun battery 
and military road which gaA^e access to it. The re- 
moval of the battery has brought to light traces of the 
pavilion, the Moti Mahal, that formerly existed here, 
which is now represented by the large rectangular 
clump of shrubbery. 

Since 1913 the principal work that has been carried 
out in the Fort has been in connection Avith the improve- 
ment of the Hayat Ba khsh garden and the completion 
of the restored AA^ater-channel and- causeways therein ; 
Avhile copper-plated doors of appropriate design Avcrc 
afiSxed to the openings in the Khass Mahal Avhich had 
been fitted up in the Mu^al manner to enable the 
visitor to Ausualise the interior appointments of the 
period. 

The outline of the AA'ater-channel named the hinhr-i- 
Bihisht (Stream of Paradise) disclosed during the e.v- 
caAmtions in 1910 has since been represented by flower 
beds. In front of the IIM Blahal Avas also found a 
shallow basin A\rith a channel lending westAvard, evi- 
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deutly to connect up witli tlie minor cliannel of tlie 
Hayat Ba]^sli garden wliicli runs into the path near 
this point ; from the character of the work it appeared 
to he of the late Mu^al period. The Nahr-i-Bihisht 
was provided with fountains at frequent intervals and 
the copper pipes of several of these were found. After 
passing along the east terrace in the manner described 
the water entered the channel in the Ilammam and so 
passed on along the outer range of buildings to the 
Rang Mahal. 

The new water installation, also calls for comment. 
This, besides providing for the ii’rigation of the garden 
and shrubberies, enables the channels of the Hayat 
Ba khsh garden and the Zafar Mahal tank to be filled. 
It also provides for the worldug of the fountains in 
the Zafar Mahal tank and in the main channels run- 
ning from the “ Sawan ” to the ” Bhadon ” pavilions, 
and for the cascades in these two last and in the Shah 
Burj. The marble channel from the Hammam to the 
south end of the Rang Mahal can also be provided with 
water, as formerly, while a fountain jet has been fixed 
in the marble basin in front of the Rang Mahal. 

The amount of water required to operate the foun- 
tains and cascades and at the same time to fill the tanks 
and channels is very considerable, and continuous 
pumping for about two weeks is necessary. The mili- 
tary authorities at present object to the water standing 
in the garden and channels unless covered with kerosene 
to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. This considera- 
tion also forbade the disposal of the water on the ground 
below the Fort and a scheme has accordingly been 
prepared by which the water can be raised into the 
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tanks again and so re-used. However, the removal of 
certain of the military barracks to the immediate west 
of the Hayat Bal^sh garden has been hinted at, so it 
is hoped that these difiSculties may be eventually over- 
come and that the fountains and tanks ihay be perma- 
nently provided with water during the cold season and 
not for important ceremonial occasions only, as at 
present. The additional charm the sheets of water 
give to the buildings and gardens cannot be over- 
estimated. 

The removal of the barracks to the west of the Hayat 
BalAsh garden would also enable its western portion 
to be completed, together with the Mahtab Ba^, a 
work which would greatly enhance the charm of the 
Fort. The acquisition of the strip of ground between 
the Mumtaz Mahal and the Asad Burj has also been 
suggested to the authorities, so that the whole of the 
east terrace of the Fort, from north to south, may be 
open to visitors. 

The accompanying table shows the amount spent 
annually on repairs and improvements to the Fort, 
since 1883 - 84 : — 


1883- 84 

1884- 85 
1886-86 

1886- 87 

1887- 88 

1888- 89 

1889- 90 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1892- 93 


R3. a. r. 

2,226 0 0 
0,842 0 0 
599 0 0 
8,037 0 0 
4,m 0 0 


.3,519 0 0 
1,230 0 0 
l,.3ri0 0 0 


Carried over 


. 28,4-lS 0 0 
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Brouglit forward 


1893-94 

• • • 

1894-95 

• • • 

1895-96 

• • • 

1890-97 

• « • 

1897-98 

• • • 

1898-99 

• • • 

1899-1900 

• • • 

1900-01 

« • « 

1901-02 

• • « 

1902-03 

• • • 

1903:04 

• • • 

1904-05 

• * • 

1905-00 

* • • 

1900-07 

• • « 

1907-08 

* • • 

1908-09 

* • • 

1909-10 

* « • 

1910-11 

• • A 

1911-12 (Coronation Dnrbnr 

1912-13 

* * « 

1913-14 

* • • 

1914-15 

* • • 

1915-16 

^ 

1910-17 


1917-18 

• • ^ 

1918-19 

* * • 

1919-20 

* * « 

1920-21 

* • • 

1921-22 


1922-23 


1923-24 


1924-25 


1925-20 


1920-27 


1927-28 


1928-29 

• a ^ 

1929-30 

• 

* • • 

1930-31 

• 

• 0 

1931-32 


1932-33 


1933-34 


1934-35 

• • • 

1935-36 

• • • 


Rs. A. r. 
2S,*14S 0 0 

1,0S9 0 0 
525 0~0 
731 O'-O 
517 0"0 
1,70)0 0‘~'0 


5d3 0 0 
500 0 0 
700 0 0 
10.123 0 0 
10,452 0 0 
2G.GG3 0 0 

8,100 0 0 
10,201 0 0 
34,813 0 0 
20,002 0 0 

20.948 0 0 
81,24 0 0 0 

4,881 0 0 
0,004 0 0 
0,935 0 0 
2,74 7 0 0 
2,200 0 0 
1)100 0 0 

1,100 0 0 

1,100 0 0 

1,100 0 0 

1,100 0 0 
1,184 0 0 
1,807 0 0 
1,008 0 0 
1,005 0 0 

2,948 0 0 
1,228 0 0 
1,415 0 0 
852 0 0 
2,8GG 0 0 
1,015 0 0 
525 0 0 

2.948 0 0 
1,502 0 0 
1,691 0 0 


- 3,28,431 0 0 


Totai, 

MGIPn-,M— in-9-21— 9 - 3 . 37 . 


■ 2 . 000 . 



